Australian

Aid vt*

CEIUWT0D

CeIUIN YUY JQULELIY (€T 2xeelonIni2Isu
0o as @ <o &

SrauNuEng2uEunu W YU 210

BEQUAL Phase 2

Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR
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Australia and MoES reaffirm long-term partnership
to strengthen foundational learning in Lao PDR
Media Report

14 July — 21 August 2026
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Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR is managed by Tetra Tech International Development
on behalf of the Australian Government
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2026-07-15 Education Science and Sports News Facebook
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2026-07-15 Lao Security News Facebook
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2026-07-15 VTE 9 Facebook and TV
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2026-07-15 Pathedlao Facebook

Uzcn0290 Pathedlao
July15 - Q

FIN CCO¥ JONLIVSOTMSID BVLEVCTHNIV
Sondloereo F9SunmvsyueVELNILIVII0... See more

e

BEQUAL Phase 2 =

oy o Koce

neJU:auazuzéﬁﬂcmujﬁuﬁam

BEQUAL Steering Committee Meeting

Vieokane Captal fETC 1.:-.\;3*‘:\
Sk 14 Haeiic
14 My 2026 5 8

2026-07-15 Army Radio Facebook
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2026-07-16 Lao People’s Army News Facebook
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2026-07-17 Edu-Sport TV Online Facebook and TV
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2026-07-12 Savannakhet Radio Facebook

July 17 at 8:14PM - @
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2026-07-17 Lao PSTV Facebook and TV
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2026-07-18 Khangkhay Teacher Training College Facebook
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2026-07-20 Teacher Education, Group in Facebook

Mu3nsae (Teacher Education)
& Private group - 9.2K members
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2026-07-20 Education Development of Laos, Group in Facebook
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About Discussion Featured Members Events Media Files

N¥Q093NJWINIL €I H27 €ar FoNFLIBOTX393 WBLAVCTINMVSO LDV O WoFKSvNY
syu2uBuMLL UV 270 WnoUrgLarLEWEMBALKCLYLTOON.

Hm290603915:

BEQUAL-LAOS.ORG

mqogéna:tﬁ{nu €D DI €D SOPFLIVSOSTMSID LBVLSVEFINIVSO LD
Lowre0 cWwosY

12



2026-07-20 Savannakhet Teacher Training College Facebook

Savannakhet Teacher Training College
kea July 20 at1:02PM-Q
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2026-07-20 Luang Namtha TV Facebook and TV
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2026-07-21 LATV Facebook and TV

9 LATV was live — at LATV.
July 21 at 11:27 AM - Vientiane - 3
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290wWINUNY... See more

2026-07-22 Laos News — KPL Facebook

270 Laos News - KPL

& an-0
Australia, MoES reaffirm long-term partnership to strengthen foundational learning in Lao PDR

(KPL) The Ministry of Education and Sports (MoES) and the Government of Australia have
reaffirmed their strong and long-standing partnership through the extension of the BEQUAL
Program until June 2028.

https://kpl.gov.la/En/detail.aspx?id=102313 See less
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Australia and MoES reaffirm long-term partnership to strengthen foundational
learning in Lao PDR

POSTED ON 15 6

BEQUAL Program extended to June
2028 with renewed focus on
inclusion, women leadership, and
CPD system consolidation and
sustainability

Directors of key MOES departments, 18 PESS, 8 TTC and Vice-Govenors joined BEQUAL Steering
Committee

The Ministry of Education and Sports of Lao PDR (MoES) and the Government of Australia have reaffirmed their strong and long-standing partnership
through the extension of the BEQUAL Program until June 2028. The decision was endorsed at the BEQUAL Steering Committee meeting on 14 July
2026, co-chaired by Dr Daravone Kittiphanh, Vice Minister of Education and Sports and Ms Benita Sommerville, Deputy Ambassador of Australia.
Around 70 participants attended the meeting, including Directors of key MoES departments, Vice-governors and Provincial Education and Sports Service
Directors from all 18 provinces, and Directors of eight Teacher Training Colleges.

Dr Daravone said “The partnership between the Ministry of Education and Sports and Australia has made a real and lasting contribution to the
quality of primary education in Lao PDR. We are deeply grateful for Australia’s long-term support, which has helped strengthen our education
system and improve opportunities for children across the country, especially those in remote and di iged areas. Ei ion is the
foundation of a strong and prosperous nation, and we look forward to continuing this important par ip to support of Lao
PDR reforms and build a more and ion system for all children.”

Ms Benita added “Australla is proud to stand alongside the Ministry of Education and Sports in support of quality education in Lao PDR. We
know that g is ial for long-term social and economic development, and we believe that every child, including girls
and boys who are vulnerable or disadvantaged, should have the chance to learn and The prog i through BEQUAL
shows what strong partnership can deliver, and we look forward to continuing this work together.”

Since its launch in 2015, BEQUAL has supported major progress in primary education reform across Lao PDR. The program has helped introduce a
modern, child-centred primary curriculum, develop Spoken Lao lessons for children who do not speak Lao as their first language, strengthen teacher
training, and establish a sustainable, school-based Continuing Professional Development system for teachers. These achievements have contributed to
stronger teaching practices and more regular professional support for teachers across the country.

Dr Daravone commented “When teachers are better trained and better supported, they are able to respond more eﬂ’ect/vely to the needs of

their students. In this way, BEQUAL's work has helped lmpmve classroom practice and student ing, esf ly for chil in remote
areas and those who face additi barriers to

Vice Minister of Education and Spons and Deputy Ambassador of Mr. Michael Currie, First Secretary of the Australian Embassy in Lao PDR

Australia chaired the Steering C ing the 2 years i presents DFAT Policy and Priorities for BEQUAL Extension
plan

The extension of BEQUAL marks an important new phase for the program. Building on the strong systems already established, the additional two years
will place greater emphasis on national ownership, local leadership, and the use of evidence to guide reform. Focus areas will include gender equality
and women'’s leadership, inclusive education, language development, climate resilience, and enhanced support for children with disabilities and those
from non-Lao language backgrounds.

BEQUAL will give particular attention to transformative GEDSI outcomes. This will include targeted initiatives such as a Women in Leadership program
for central MoES , as well as support on child protection, school-related gender-based violence, disability-inclusive education, and practical tools to help
teachers identify and support learners with additional needs.

Another important feature of the extension is a stronger focus on evidence-informed change. BEQUAL's research and learning work will help guide
implementation and policy dialogue, ensuring that lessons from the program continue to inform education sector strategy implementation and improve
quality across the system.
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Australia, MoES reaffirm long-term partnership to
strengthen foundational learning in Lao PDR

Program unth June 2028.

Ms Khamphad Sayelintham presents the implementation of CPD

Ms Benita added *Australia is proud 1o stand alongside the Ministry of Edocation 204 Sports in support of

quality education m Lao PDR. We know that foundaticesl leaming s esseatial for long-term soctal 384

economic development, nd we believe that every chuld, including girls 38 boys who are vulserable or

disadvantaged, should bave the chance to leam 30d succeed. The progress ackieved throogh BEQUAL shows
deliver, 30d we look work togetber ”

Since its taunch in 2015, BEQUAL has supported major progress i primary edocation reform across the Lao
PDR. The program has helped introduce 2 modern, child-centyed primary curriculum, develop Spoken Lao
lessons for children who do ot speak L3o 2s their firs Language, strengthen teacher training. and establish 3
sustainable, school-based Contimuing Professional Development system for teachers. These achievements
Bave contributed to stronger texching practices and more regular professional support for teachers across the
counirs

Vice Min

ster of Educat hatred the Stoering Commistee
endorsing the 2 years extens

and Sports and Deputy Ambassador of Awstralia ¢

The decision was endorsed at the BEQUAL Steering Commitiee meeting on 14 July 2026, co-chaired by Dr
Danavore Kittiphash, Vice Misister of Educaton a0d Sports asd Ms Benta Sommerville, Deputy
Ambassador of Australis Around 70 participants afiended the meeting, including Disectors of key MoES
depariments, Vice-govemors and Provincial Education 3nd Sports Service Disectors from all 18 provinces,
304 Disectors of exght Teacher Traiming Colleges

“The partsership betiween the Ministry of Education and Sports and Australia has made a real and lasting
contribution to the quality of primary education in Lao PDR We are deeply grateful for Australia’s long term
sapport, which bas helped strengthen our cducation syiem aad improve opportumsties for children across the
country, especially those i remote and disadvantaged areas. Education 1 the foundation of 3 stroeg and

prosperous naion and we ook forwasd to costisuing tis importan partscrhip 10 sopport Government of
Lo PDR reforms and bulld a meve inchosive asd efiective edocation sysiem foc al chikdeen.” said Dr
Danaveee

auszralian 1 Lao PDR presents DEAT Poiicy and

a0l Currie, F
s for BEQUAL Extonsion

Secretary of the

Dr. Daravone commented “When teachers are better trained and better supported, they are able to respond
more effectively 1o the needs of their studests. In this way, BEQUAL's work has helped improve classroom
practice and stodent learning. especialy for chikdren m remote areas and those who face additional bariers to
educat

The extension of BEQUAL marks an important new phase for the program. Building on the sirong systems

slready established, the additional two years wil place greater emphasis on mational ownership, local

leadership, 84 the use of evidence 1o guide reform. Focus areas will mclode geader equality and women's

leadership, iclusive edocation, language development, climate resilience, and eahanced support for chikdren
those from non-Lao lang

BEQUAL will give partcalar anestion to wassformative GEDS! outcomes. This will inciude targeted
imstistives soch 31 3 Women in Leadersbip program for central MoES . 33 well 38 support on child protection,
school related gender-based violence, disabiiy-inclusrve education, and practical tools to belp teachers
1deatufy and supportlearmers with 3dditional needs

Anotber important featue of e extension is 2 stronger focus on evidence-informed change. BEQUAL'S
tesearch and learming work will belp guide implementation and policy dialogue, cnsuring that lessoes from
the program continue to inform education sector sirategy implementation 384 improve qualiy across the

Dr Dacavcae noted “The extension comes 3t an important time for Lao PDR. 25 the Government begins
implementation of the 106 National Socioeconomic Development Plan 2026-2030 and the Education,

Spors Sector Development Plan 2026-2030, BEQUAL's priorities are closely aligned with these.
tarly in the areas of ccess, qualit

Science and
eational plans, partic

inclusion, and sy siem stengthening

Ms Benita concluded *The extension of BEQUAL reflects Austraia's commtment 10 supporting L30 PDR in
building 3 strong. inclusive, 3nd reslsent educaton system By strengibening foundations! lesrming. we e
belping 1o equp chik 1 people from Laos with the skilsthey nieed for he future 3nd supporting
the deselopment of 2 more selfrelant 20 prosperos couety *

As BEQUAL eaters this extension phase, the Ministry of Edocation and Sports and the Govermment of
Australia remain sated i e shared commitment o ensuring hat every child i Lao PDR can access
quality edocation and reach their full ptestial
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