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Ministry of Education and Sports and Australia
begin work on Gender Equitable Management tool

Media Report
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Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR is managed by Tetra Tech International Development
on behalf of the Australian Government and United States Government.
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Australia backs gender-
equitable practicesin
education

[ Page3]

2026-04-23

Newspaper

Vientiane Times

Times Reporters

BEQUAL programme,
recently launched the
development of a Gender
Equitable Management

Mo:{xzsandChMrm

GEM tool:

Front and page 3

said
the GEM tool would help
education departments assess

First Secretary at the
Australian to Laos,
Michael Currie, shated
Australia’s; ive on the

partnership and its expected
outcomes. .

science and sports workplaces
assess and strengthen gender
equitable management

Deputy Head of Office of
the ministry, Mr Phimmasone
Sisaath, chaired me first of

three workshops
the Gender Equxtzble

ladushpot‘meDmmﬁu
the Advancement of Women,

Newspaper

to Australia and

our International Gender
Eq\nlity Strategy. It helps
dnive fairer, faster prog

for everyone. Grezter
political and

of the gender
shaping workplace culture
in education and to remove
barriers so more women
can advance to leadership
rtoles. We share a common
commitment to advance
tall levels.”
Participants compared

features most suitable for
e of e Divicn o
of the Division for

the Advancement of Women,
Mothers and Children
(MDAW), Dr Vanmany
gress  Vannasy, said “The Technical

participation by women

to design makes societies wea.lﬂncr

mdme

“Thatis why weare;
to support the education
ministry in developing the

Pathedlao

for a second workshop at the
end of June to develop the
first full draft of the Gender

agaamphne,wimnf

Australia backs gender-equitable practlces in educatlon

Workshop
participants
discuss
gender.

assessment

Mr Currie said Almhz
looks forward to the GEM

tool by December 2026
After piloting, the tool will

tool”  be revised for broader rollout
BEQUAL and MDAW  at education departments and

will organise more

subnational offices.

more
inclusive workplace cultures,

greater representation of the tool will be scaled across
women in leadership, and
practical actions that close
the gap between policy and  outcomes for all children’

Front and page 4
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Australia backs gender-equitable practices in education

The Government of Australia is assisting the Ministry of Education and Sports in a collaborative
effort to embed gender-equitable practices in the Lao education system.

The ministry, with support from Australia through the BEQUAL programme, recently launched the
development of a Gender Equitable Management (GEM) tool to help education, science and sports
workplaces assess and strengthen gender equitable management practices. (Read more below|}
L)) See less
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2026-04-21 KPL English Website
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MOoES and Australia Begin Work on Gender-Equitable
Management Tool

o IEZ8 The Ministry of Education and Sports (MoES), with support from Australia through the BEQUAL
has | hed the develop of a Gender Equitable Management (GEM) tool to help education,
o ” :

prog
e science and sports workplaces assess and g g q p

Mr. Phimmasone Sisaath, Deputy Head of the MoES Cabinet Office. chaired the first of three technical
workshops to design the GEM tool under the leadership of the Division for the Advancement of Women.
Mother and Child (MDAW). The workshop brought together more than 60 participants from central and
subnational levels, including Committees for the Advancement of Women, Mothers and Children, Provincial
Education and Sports Services (PESS). District Education and Sports Bureaus (DESB), Teacher Training
Colleges (TTCs), and BEQUAL experts.

Mr. Phimmasone Sisaath explained the purpose of the tool: “MDAW identified the need for a simple.
practical instrument to transform workplace culture in education, science and sports. The GEM tool will help
MOoES departments, TTCs, PESS and DESBs assess their practices, develop action plans, and remove barriers
to women’s participation in leadership. I thank Australia for supporting this work and welcome everyone’s
contribution as we begin shaping a practical tool suited to the Lao context to guide workplace culture change
across the sector.”

The workshop brought together more than 60 participants from central and subnational levels.
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