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BEQUAL Phase 2

Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR

Ministry of Education and Sports of Lao PDR and
Australian delegation visit Xiangkhouang to
observe progress in teaching quality and inclusive
learning

Media Report
12 — 29 Dec 2025
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Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR is managed by Tetra Tech International Development
on behalf of the Australian Government and United States Government.
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Pictures of articles in the media
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Newspaper
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Newspaper

Newspaper
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2025-12-23

Newspaper

Vientiane Mai
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2025-12-12 Xiangkhouang Radio — TV Facebook
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«LY §e2098392099.

2025-12-12 Xiangkhouang PESS Information Facebook

Sn=a TN P2
Khangkhay Teacher Training College

- :'Q"«&'i;_‘

VUOVZIOTI WUV INK JJ92079 is with Onsy Kpd and Bounkhong
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2025-12-12 Xiangkhouang Mixay Newspaper Facebook

27 Gu9Ehugs2oMbly
December 12, 2025 at 4:03PM - Q

599 200 Nrg095NFHNI Y H9 Wondoesrmmnodosras3 39djuein onng
Wooncdreogdnd 12 tivod 2025 5, vaw Us VY 09908Y FoABY B2950N:IVANQOISNIB...
See more

2025-12-13 Education, Science and Sport Online Facebook

@ BLISVLINTI, SVLOITIO (KDL HDI DOV
4h-Q
s9950n:SudNIa09Snm oy B9 c2aBuur secdcz093920%
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2025-12-13 Xiangkhouang Media Facebook

]392079 Hecow

d-Q
53950n:50ON12095NFIHNIW &t Ha9 war ~seReNSNNIdoNeSesinseS SogjuLn
T598UOOKLL 42093592079
it g .

2025-12-13 Vientiane Mai Facebook

2395w/ VientianeMai

4% December 13, 2025 at 10:20AM S

0L TIN €O TNIVNOSOTOSIS STLEINER0959207) (WBFECNONOITIOMIIZB9NI
BLYINLLIWILNILTOTDV €T NIWIRSLNILTNFIBIVSOL.
............................. See more




2025-12-13 Pathedlao Facebook

Uzcwoano Pathedlao

® e

so9edaz0955920% douSusedontivd ng ¢Baduut... See more

2025-12-13 Information Media Center Facebook

’ FHIOTTVIZ0T90 NIWVINT DT N9
24-@

BLHSVLINT, SVTLITIO CDL HDI DDV
3d-Q
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2025-12-14 Lao Security News Facebook

@ ©0903:9HL Lao Security News
e 18h-@

PILIELESINIRDY FIN &Y JNIVYOSOTINSIS LJVLIVER09]J920).... See more

2025-12-14 Lao News — KPL Facebook

290 Laos News - KPL

,& 5h-Q

MoES and Australian Delegation Visit Xiangkhouang to Strengthen Inclusive Education... See
more

KPL.GOV.LA

MoES and Australian Delegation Visit Xiangkhouang to Strengthen Inclusive
Education
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2025-12-14 Education Development of Laos, Group in Facebook

WOWEVINIVE

Tik Chandaraphone

Just now - (&

0LVEFENV299NEZ0ITNAILNI «ar Ha9 ) VY 290
«a FeNIVY0d0RLasIT (i jugivwea... See more

2025-12-14 Teacher Education, Group in Facebook

now8naog (Teache...

it \ Tik Chandaraphone
is 21m - &

DEVEGUAV2DINLZIINFITNI €L Ha9 «o) ALY 999
«ar FxIY0B0a80s9S ttdjueInceo... See more
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2025-12-15 Lao People’s Army News Facebook

sy Lao people's Army News
2h-Q
orurecnLNigo) Snsatinoy «or 399 war JNIWYOS0DOSS UJLLINKR093J9207)... See
more

2025-12-16 Khangkhay Teacher Training College Facebook

, Surenlan Hmle is with Thian Phouphonthong and 4 others.
December 15, 2025 at 2:21PM - @

NLEIENLED9INTROITNZIHNID AT H29 KCBlY JUU 290 &Y TNIMYOS0TNSIS WULVEIER09
239207 cHaI9nonoILTMoNIIRsINWBLLEINLLIWILNWSOTBY ot NILSYSLNILSNTIEFD
sOW.

omricnuardLyy Bielow v Us LI 099081 BoGLY, s2930N:HLANIg0ISNTITNW war Ho9
«Bl9 JUU 290 (99%) & 19 199 OB %850, 529coNSNNSONNOS0TOSIS U JUU 290
WcBuM9ETLBINER209.5920%9 WarmESG 10 m9 12 Kinos 2025 caciunavBvnondunowdy
092099090 WIL... See more
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2025-12-17 LNR Infotainment (Lao National Radio) Facebook

@ LNR infotainment
e 5m-Q

N3095NHTNIL ot 09 ®ar JNWNESOIOSIS HONIWNDNWNIDEVINILTVYINLLIWIL
nawSosew «ar NwdkSunwdnsas usov... See more

N . M\ Facmcnnns A chnean

2025-12-18 VTE 9 Facebook and TV

@ Vte9 Channel lnonwithkoougpoosnan @ - Following

S G0 STMNOSATECNS U300
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2025-12-18 Lao Star TV Facebook and TV

@ tnarwIv 2703re1S Lao Star Tv Follow TS
December 25, 2025 at 2:00PM - @
orreicnn29 N1goISNTIBNIY ot H29 colg JUU 290 €ar

2IVYOS0TENSIS WULILEIERI]I)ROM ...
See more

OTVTEHHCMD2DY NTRDISNTINNI CCDT NI CCVIY FUU D90 €D SETIVYOSOTES...

2025-12-19 Lao National TV Youtube and TV

NIVVLYHINDLIWIVNIVIOTDL €T NIVFYSLNIVINTISVUSOW. [19-12-2025]

{9:WIVC1990090 1D 1
137K subscribers 2 G A>shae b Download [ save
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2025-12-19 Luang Namtha Teacher Training College Facebook

Suzenlon wogwm
December 19, 2025 at 3:39PM - @
02026209109 5NTIBNIM &Y B399 iy TUU 290 €T TENILYOS0TOSIS WLILEIVE209
3392079 ¢BoFENON0IIFIOMIIZEINMBLYINLLHWILNILSOTEY ©ar NIWFNSLNWSNTISIVEO

omraicnnardLY Bnolos v Us 199 0999081 BoABY, 59950MHHVENIg09SNTIRNI o H09
@Ui9 JUU 290 (I3m) ¥ 1 199 cOVBOT 926580, S99coNSNNSONNOS0TTNSIS UrHI IUU 290
WGcEuUmEILEWE209959209) TwormonSud 10 me 12 tinor 2025 cBecdv... See more

2025-12-21 Savannakhet Radio Facebook

December 21, 2025 at 8:20PM - &
orreicuL2EINIZ0ENTHNI oY B9 Bl JUU 290 &It BENIVYOSosENSS Wludjuunczog
2392079 cDoFNonoTOMIZEINILELLIPLLIWILNMISOTOV KT MLEFKSLNM... See more
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2025-12-29 Australia in Laos Facebook

Australia in Laos @
December 29, 2025 at 7:00PM - Q

Strengthening Education Together | 5o0550cS05999090cE0029090NIENY Ak

uion 199 cOVBO 96530, 599¢... See more

2026-01-05 Edu - Sport TV online Facebook and TV

avueguny san Sfonwnowdurimnmuiiuysquusuey

numey war nwdy@unauBnansjusougduesrg)i2ony

PTVIEECVL TIN I9OOCILODIVHVLLV

'} Edu-Sport TV online
w January 5 at 2:30PM - @
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Ministry of Education and Sports of Lao PDR and Australian delegation visit
Xiangkhouang to observe progress in teaching quality and inclusive learning

POSTED ON 16 DECEMBER 2025

The delegation meets local
education leaders and
teaching teams to explore
school based continuing
professional development
(CPD) activities and Spoken
Lao lessons in action

Delegation presents learning materials and sports kifs to students

A high-leve! delegation led by Dr. Daravone Kittiphanh, Vice-Minister of Education and Sports of Lao PDR, and Ms.
Benita Sommenville, Deputy Ambassador. Australian Embassy visited Xiangkhouang province from 10" to 12"
December to review the progress of efforts to improve teaching quality and promote inclusive classroom practices. The
visit showcased the school-based Continuing Professional Development (CPD) system and the new Grade 1 Spoken
Lao approach being implemented with the support of Australia through the BEQUAL program. The delegation observed
how these two important initiatives are beginning to change teaching and learning across the country.

The delegation began with a briefing from Khangkhai Teacher Training College (TTC) and Xiangkhouang Provincial

Sports Services (PESS) leadership and pedagogical support stalf on the CPD system's design and
implementation approach. The discussions focused on system performance, sustainability and the policy actions
required to institutionaiise the system nationwide.

The delegation then visited two primary schools to meet District Education and Sports Bureau (DESB) staff, Intemal
Pedagogical Support (IPS) providers. school principals and teachers. There. they explored how the CPD system
supports improved teaching practice and student engagement in learning. Conversations with teachers and pedagogical
support providers confirmed that practical, regular support for teachers through coaching, mentoring and structured
professional development activites, is strengthening day-to-day teaching.

“Strong teacher support systems are essentlal to sustain Improvements In learning,” Dr. Daravone Kittiphanh
said. "By m\'eslmg in an organised. school-based CPD system and building capacity at sub-national level, we ensure
teachers receive reguiar mentoring and practical guidance. When teachers are supported, they become more confident
and effective in their teaching. Students benefit, especially those in remote areas or from non-Lao language speaking
backgrounds.”

“Better tralned teachers can respond to the diverse learning needs of all children.” Ms. Benita Sommervilie added
“Australia Is proud to partner with MOES through BEQUAL to help establish a nationwide system that enables teachers
to continue learning and growing in their profession. The progress we saw in Xiangkhouang today shows this approach
delivers real benefits and is a worthwhile investment for the future of Lao PDR."

i : .
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‘school in Xiangkhouang the delegafion [

During the school visits, the delegation observed how school-level IPS providers, in collaboration with TTCs and DESS,
offer regular, practical and tailored CPD support (o teachers. IPS for teachers takes place trough a number of different
approaches Inciuding classroom observations, formal and informal discussions, co-leaching, remote check-ins and
WhatsApp messaging, often using resources such as Teacher Support Pack modules and Teacher Development Videos
for technical content and advice. Support is adapled 1o each teacher's needs, from lesson planning o use of materials
and classroom delivery, so teachers can apply new skils immediately. Better qualy teaching leads directly to improved
leaming outcomes for students.

Ms. Sommervile observed “Gender equality, disability equity and rights, and social inclusion were central themes
to our visit. We welcomed the strong representation of women among pedagogical support providers.
Empowering fomale educators Is helping to create more responsive and Inclusive learning environments.”

The delegation also observed a Grade 1 Spoken Lao lesson and saw how the approach supports early om\ hngu:qe
development necessary lo develop literacy skills and fully participate in the classroom. Introduced nationally in
September 2024 after positive results from pilot testing, Spoken Lao lessons help children who start school s;cakmg a
home language other than Lao to engage in lessons and access the curriculum

Or. Daravone said “MoES and Australla have worked closoly togother to strongthon Lao languago skills for
students who start school not yet able to speak Lao. Spoken Lao was thoroughly trialled In several provinces
before its national roll out starting in 2024-25. Based on the e of Grade 1 implementation, MoES is now
developing Grade 2 lessons with Australian Government support. Today's classroom observation showed
poken Lao helping children communicate, engage and learn in ways that are both enjoyable and effective.”

b Deputy Amigrssador of
* Australia obserf8@ Spoken Lao lesson sufiporting Distussion with educators on supporting leacher CPD
ethnic students at school level

“Spoken Lao shows how a well tested pilot can become a nationwide approach for inclusive education,”
Sommerville said. “We are proud to support this work with MoES. By narrowing early language learning gaps,
the method helps ensure every child, regardless of language background, can learn and thrive. Our shared aim
is clear: no child should be left behind.”

The visit reaffirmed a shared commitment between the Governments of Lao PDR and Austraiia to sustain investments in
teacher development and inclusive classroom approaches. Both govemments agree that evidence of growing teacher
capacity and the resuliing classroom change make a strong case for continued support. Dr. Daravone and Ms
Sommerville jointly concluded that education is an investment with significant returns that benefit children, communities
and the nation.

BEQUAL Is a program led by the Lao Government with support from the Australlan Govemment and the Uniled States
Government. The program focuses on enhancing educational outcomes for the nation's youth, especially the vulnerable
and disadvantaged. BEQUAL is focused on ensuring gender equality and promoting inclusive education across all
activiles.

Vice Ministef of Educatioh 348l Beputy Ambassador of
Australia visited Khangkiay TTC (o discuss
implementation of BEQUAL in the province




