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BEQUAL Phase 2

Stay in School, Shape the Future: Ministry of
Education and Sports and Australia launch
national campaign to reignite a love of learning

Media Report
23 June — 01 July 2025
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Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR is managed by Tetra Tech International Development
on behalf of the Australian Government.
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19 groups with trainers
+/- 713 members

18 Provincial groups
426 members

8 TTCs and 2 universities
73 members

Teacher Dev Units in 30
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64 members

Key coordinators from the 3
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XKH, SVK- 8 Districts in
XKH, 12 Districts

MT-PT- 28 members
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Laos, Australia launch

“love learning” campaign
to stem student dropouts
[Page2]
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Mr Outhid Thipmany and Ms Vanessa Hegarty attend the “love learning™ workshop.

Laos, Australia launch “love learning”
campaign to stem student dropouts

Times Repoters
of Laos

one of the most urgent issues
mn education today: student

The g

and Australia have launched
a campaign to rekindle a
love of learming 1n Laos,

‘t‘Thxbugh these short,
powerful videos, we hope
o speak dn-ecdy to parents,

hers and

b) economic pressures
and a growing perception
that education no longer

guarantees employment.
The Mimstry of Education
and Sports 15 running a
scnptwnting workshop from
June 23-26, to develop anew

way we can reach mto homes
and hearts, parents

and students that staying
m school matters, because
education 15 the pathway to
resilience and opportunity.
In a apudly changing \\'otld.

them to see cdltadon as a
valuable investment in the
future.” The campaign will
mnclude several short videos
that address the growmg 1ssue
of student dropouts mn Laos.
The videos aim to shift
perceptions among students,
parents and by

that promotes the value
of education and supports
student retention.

Ininiated at the request of
the Mimstry of Education and
Sports, the campaign 1s bemg
dﬂ'elopcd wnh support from
the A

getting an edv
preparation for a messﬁll
future,” he said.

Over the four-day
workshop. the ministry’s
video production teams wall
refine the video scnipts and
develop storyboards. The
final videos will reflect the
Rnlmcsoﬂ.ao&m:hcs.lmg

showmng that ech while

culturally relevant

not always an immediate
path to employment, builds
the skills and opportunities
young people need to shape
their own futures.

Deputy Director of
the R h I for

through the Basic Edt
Quality and Access mn Laos
(BEQUAL) programme.
First Secretary at the
Australian Embassy to Laos,
Ms Vanessa Hegarty, praised
the collaborative effort, saying
“Thus workshop 15 part of a
shared effort to respond to

Edu 1S Mr
Outhid Thi . said the

The videos will be
released before the start of
the 2025-2026 school year n
September.

The campaign will be
broadcast on national
television, shared on
social media. and used in

campaign seeks to inspire
students to stay m school and
encourage parents 1o support
their children's

y outreach by
Nauom! y members.
Videos will also be
made a\mlable to teachers,
gical advisors, and

paving the way for a stronger
future for Laos.
“This campaign is one

education officials to support
local advocacy mn schools and
villages.
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The governments of Laos and Australia have launched a campaign to rekindle a love of learning in
Laos, aiming to tackle the alarming student dropout rates driven by economic pressures and a
growing perception that education no longer guarantees employment.

The Ministry of Education and Sports is running a scriptwriting workshop from June 23-26, to
develop a new communication campaign that promotes the value of education and supports
student retention. (Read more belowJ L))
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Laos, Australia launch “love learning”
campaign to stem student dropouts
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National Assambiy Pushes Forward Refoms,

in School, Shape the Fulure: National Campaign

Launches to Reignite Learning

[}
Initated at the
) = a i
BEQUAL Phase 2 ooy tawe 2 Mr Outhit Thipmany and
- : - Ms Vanessa Hegarty

open the script writing
workshop

(KPL) The Minisry of
duation  and  Sponts

» VI orkshop
v ) RN ic ek lo develop o
asy -

Yi' campaign to promote the

LA A RO ===

Initiated al the request of the Mimster of Education and Spors, the campaign is being developed with support
from the. 2 through the Basie Fiducs and Access in the 130 PDR (BFQUAL)

peogramme.

‘The woekshop was officially opeacd by Mr. Outhid Thipmany. Deputy Dircctor of the Rescerch asticute for
Educations) Scicrces, and Ms. Vanessa Hegarty, First Sectelary, Auslralian Enibussy. 1l muaks # finst sicp in
adkdressing the concerning rate of student dropout linked w econ belief that

education does not lead t employment.

i presres and & grow

“Education is not just & personal achicvemert. Tt is a pational investment, We must remind our communitics
! learning opens doory, builds resilicnce, 0d helps young people thrive, Wilh strong support froms tbe

an Govern

Au
how families see the fitare. 1his is how we make education 2 priority again,” Ms. Outhid 1 hipmany.

1, we are creating videow Ut speak directly 1o parents and students. We will reshape

The objective of the campsign is 1o motivate students and parents to see education as an
investment

Ms. Vimessu Hegany praised the collabonuie ellort: “This workshop is part ol a shared ellot 1 respond to

on today:

dent dropout. Tou many ehikdeen i Laos are leaving
& theic futre, their opporaunities, and the development of the
county. Through these short, poweeful videos, we hope o speak directly 1o pasents, students, teachers, and
‘Comumunities, encourging ther 10 ses cducation as & valuable iovestment i the future.

The workshop was atiended by representatives from the Researeh Insitute of Educational Sciences (RIES)
Informiation Media Ceatre and 1-leaming teams, who are lesding the video production at the M
Education and Spors. Participants also inchuded represcatatives fiom the Department of Teacher Education
(DTE) and the Depastmacnt of Geaceal Education (DGE). The sessicas were facilitatod by communication
‘experts lrom the BEQUAL progrum, who provided technical guidance on script developioent und storyielling
spprovches

teaching

The campaign will include several shor videns that sddress the growing issue of student dropy
PR, ‘The videos aim to Shift perceptions among students, pacents, and comamwnities by <howing that
education, while not always an immediare path % employmeat, builds the skills and oppormnities young
poople necd to shape their own futures.

“By showing that education strengthens essenial skills and expands opportunities, the campaign seeks o
inspire students t0 siay e pasents o support their childs paving the way
for a swongec furuce for Laos. Fducation s a shared respoasibilty. This campaig is ooe way we can reach
iato bomes and beacs. romindiog percats aad studsats that stayisg in school maticrs, because cducation i the
‘patlway to resilicnce uad opportusiiy. 1a u rapidly chunging world, gctling an education i e prepentioa for
occessful fotare;” Ms. Outhid Thupraay explsined

chool and en education

Script writers discuss different realistic life stories

scorybosds. The final videos will reflect the realites of 130 fan

peoduction will be led by RIES in collaboration with I3T1: and X

with the goal of releasing the videos

before the startof the 2025-26 school year in Septemiber
The campaign will be brosdcast on ol felevision, sbared on social medis, and wed tn commuity
alko be made svailable to teachers, pedagogical

outreach by National Assembly members. Videas wil
i local ad

upp n scaools and villages.
“This is not just a modia campign, it is @ nutional message of bope and ambition.” concluded Mr Outhid
Tiupoany. “By mvesting in edication, we invest
country™

the future of every child, every fumly, und lhe enire

Ms. Vanessa Hegary closed with s call to sctioa: “The future of oducation ia Laos deserves poworful storiss,
and it starts right here.”
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launch national campaign to reignite a love of learning

POSTED ON 24 J

1 T — Scriptwriting has begun on a vital
ative to deliver a powerful
message to students and families:
education builds futures

Script writing team for the campaign to promote education

The Ministry of Education and Sports (MOES) launched a scriptwriting workshop this week to develop a new communication campaign o promote the
value of education and support student retention. Initiated at the request of the Minister of Education anc Sports of Lao POR, the campaign Is being
developed with support from the Australian Government through the Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR (BEQUAL) program.

The workshop was officially opened by Mr. Outhid Thipmany, Deputy Director of the Research Institute for Educational Sciences, and Ms. Vanessa
Hegarty, First Secretary. Australian Embassy. It marks a first step in addressing the conceming rate of student dropout linked to economic pressures and
a growing belief that education does not lead to employment.

Mr. Outhid Thipmany said “Education is not just a personal achievement. It is a national investment. We must remind our communities that
learning opens doors, builds resilience, and helps young people thrive. With strong support from the Australian Government, we are creating
videos that speak directly to parents and students. We will reshape how families see the future. This is how we make education a priority
again.”

Ms. Vanessa Hegarty pralsed the collaborative effort: “This workshop Is part of a shared effort to respond to one of the most urgent Issues in
education today: student dropout. Too many children In Laos are leaving school too early, and when they do, It limits their future, their
opportunities, and the development of the country. Through these short, powerful videos, we hope to speak directly to parents, students,
teachers, and communities, encouraging them to see education as a valuable investment in the future.”

Mr Outhit Thipmany and Ms Vanessa Hegarty opened the script writing
workshop The sedpt writers discuss

The workshop was attended by representatives from the Research Institute of Educational Sclences (RIES) Information Medla Centre and E-ieaming
teams, who are leading the video production at the Ministry of Education and Sports. Participants also Included representatives from the Department of
Teacher Education (DTE) and the Department of General Education (DGE). The sesslons were faclitated by communication experts from the BEQUAL
program, who provided technical guidance on script development and storytelling approaches.

e campaign will inciude several short videos that address the growing issue of student dropout in Lao PDR. The videos aim to shift perceptions among
students, parents, and communities by showing that education, while not always an immediate path to employment, builds the skills and opportunities
young people need lo shape their own futures.

Mr. Outhid Thipmany explains “By showing that education strengthens essential skills and expands opportunities, the campaign seeks to inspire
students to stay in school and encourage parents to support their children's education, paving the way for a stronger future for Laos.
Education Is a shared responsibllity. This campalgn is one way we can reach into homes and hearts, reminding parents and students that
staying in school matters, because education Is the pathway to resilience and opportunity. In a rapidly changing world, getting an education is
the preparation for a successful future.”

Over the next four days, the Ministry’s video production teams wil refine the video scripts and develop storyboards. The final videos will reflect the
reallties of Lao families, using culturally relevant examples. The production will be led by RIES In collaboration with DTE and DGE, with the goal of
releasing the videos before the start of the 2025-26 school year In September.

The campaign will be broadcast on national television, shared on social media, and used In community outreach by National Assembly members. Videos
will also be made avaliable to teachers, pedagogical advisors, and education officials o support local advocacy In schools and villages.

“This Is not Just a media campalgn, It Is a national message of hope and ambition,” concluded Mr. Outhid Thipmany. “By Investing In
education, we invest in the future of every child, every family, and the entire country.”

Ms. Vanessa Hegarty closed with a call to action: “The future of education in Laos deserves powerfui stories, and it starts right here.”

Australian

Aid -

Englishes

Ministry of Education and Sports and Australia
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Laos, Australia launch “love learning” campaign to stem student dropouts

The governments of Laos and Australia have launched a campaign to rekindle a love of learning in Laos, aiming to tackle the alarming student dropout rates driven
by economic pressures and a growing perception that education no longer guarantees employment.

The Ministry of Education and Sports is running a scriptwriting workshop from June 23-26, to develop a new communication campaign that promotes the value of
education and supports student retention.

Initiated at the request of the Ministry of Education and Sports, the campaign is being
developed with support from the Australian government through the Basic Education

- .
a e a = Quality and Access in Laos (BEQUAL) programme.
BEQUAL Phase 2 avuymiec tavs 2 First Secretary at the Australian Embassy to Laos, Ms Vanessa Hegarty, praised the

collaborative effort, saying “This workshop is part of a shared effort to respond to one

of the most urgent issues in education today: student dropouts.”

“Through these short, powerful videos, we hope to speak directly to parents, students,

teachers and communities, encouraging them to see education as a valuable

investment in the future.” The campaign will include several short videos that address

the growing issue of student dropouts in Laos.

The videos aim to shift perceptions among parents and ¢ ities by

. showing that education, while not always an immediate path to employment, builds

the skills and opportunities young people need to shape their own futures.

Deputy Director of the Research Institute for Educational Sciences, Mr Outhid

Thipmany, said the campaign seeks to inspire students to stay in school and

encourage parents to support their children’s education, paving the way for a stronger

future for Laos.

Mr Outhid Thipmany and Ms Vanessa Hegarty attend the “love “This campaign is one way we can reach into homes and hearts, reminding parents and

learning” workshop. students that staying in school matters, because education is the pathway to resilience
and opportunity. In a rapidly changing world, getting an education is the preparation
for a successful future,” he said.

Over the four-day workshop, the ministry’s video production teams will refine the video scripts and develop storyboards. The final videos will reflect the realities of

Lao families, using culturally relevant examples.

The videos will be released before the start of the 2025-2026 school year in September.

The campaign will be broadcast on national television, shared on social media, and used in community outreach by National Assembly members.

Videos will also be made avail to teachers, p ical advisors, and education officials to support local advocacy in schools and villages.

By Times Repoters
(Latest Update June 25, 2025)
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