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BEQUAL Phase 2

Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR

Ministry of Education and Sports and Australia
collaborate to enhance inclusive teaching
practices.
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Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR is managed by Tetra Tech International Development
on behalf of the Australian Government.
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598K Followers
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11K Followers

388K Followers

3.7K Followers

29K Followers

73K Followers

11K Followers

20K Followers

77K Followers

Read article in English here

Read article in English here

19 groups with trainers
+/- 713 members

18 Provincial groups
426 members

8 TTCs and 2 universities
73 members

Teacher Dev Units in 30
target districts
64 members

Key coordinators from the 3
target TTCs 17 members



2025-03-25 WhatsApp IPS in targeted provinces-LNT,
XKH, SVK- 8 Districts in XKH,
12 Districts

2025-03-25 WhatsApp Teaching Standard Review group MT-PT- 28 members
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Laos, Australia collaborate on inclusive teaching practices

Laos and Australia are collaborating to enhance inclusive teaching practices by supporting new
professional development resources that provide primary teachers with practical strategies to meet
the learning needs of students with disabilities....[Continue read)
https://www.vientianetimes.org.la/.../Cur_061_Laos...

N
@ You and 2 others

Wl Like Q Comment &> Share

1"



2025-03-25 KPL English Website

‘Three Jspan sifports o use ursfied gates for

MOokES, Australia collaborate to enhance inclusive [a————
teaching practice:

o oaor EEEBEZE  Chinas)nfengto establish 1.65 bin USD

ikl complex in Egypts ez Canal
Foonaane Zane

(=] | 5

. Teacher ).
!ﬁ, ‘ pr for mscting. ’
BB . caing nocds of studats with dissily.
i e — - e
o=

Vietnmece, 3o osltes srengghen

gt i ‘cooperation n drug ight

Eo
— ¢)KPLNEWS @

LT e ———
Miers To Pbd St

by expert o

(KPL) Throughou! February and March. the Ministry of Educations and Sports (MCESK. with the
suppon of the Australisn Govesmmen! through the Basic Education Quality aod Access in the Loo PDR
(BEQUAL) progrum s collaboruting with vision kopainmeal experts (o deliver onieatalion \ruioing ad
Support o 1 feaun of tesching resource development specialists ol Savsonukliet Teacher Truiuing College
o)

“Contiming Professionn] Developmeat (CPD) is vital (oc entuncing the skills and knowledge of
teachers throughout their careers. In ety 2024, DTE, with support of Austrula, established Resource
Development (RD) e in three tangel TTCs located in Lusng Narmibis, Khang K und Savakiiet
Their role i 0 develop proctical wnd user-friendly CPD resources for priwary teachers und the
pedagogical sall supporting them. This yeas
develop  teacher support pack on “Supporting Sueats with Disability i e Classroon,” said Director
General. Deparianeat of Teacher Education (DTE), Ms Vongdersoe Osay
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The Teacher Support Packs (TSP) ace the fitst CPD resource that the RD teams bave boen tasked with
creatiog. The TSPs consist of standalons modules, cach focusiag on a specific area of tcaching. They
offer ussfal suggestions and peactical stracegies to £espond 10 common teaching challenges and cobance
teaching practices. Teachers and podagogical support staff can sclcct modules from the TSP that best
align with their learning nocds. The topics of the modules are identified basod on data and fecdback
collceted through moaitoring of the CPD system. incorporstiag insights from teachers and tcacher
oducation tional I tics e

through the developmeat of the draft ESSDP 2026-2030. CPD system monitoriag data shows that
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The ppor of easy applicable reach

Ms Vaessa Hegaty, First Secretary. Australian Embassy ssid “Children with disability ace significaot
barmers (o acces:
of disabilty and the caubilites of persoas with disability. Many teachers have expressed a desire (0
Jearn effective tesching strategies {or overconung hese barriers. Ensuring that all children, especially
those experieacing dissdvantage, are included and thrive i schiool i shared comumitment of MoES and
Australia”™

2 quality education i Laos, including negative beliefs and atlitudes about the causes

wodste g ssucents vith disabilty b e
elassroom

The aew TSP module “Supporting Studeats with Disabilicy is the Classroom” will be divided into four
pants. The fisst part will doscribe strtegics to support studcats with vision impairment. During February
and Masch, several expests will work with the RD team in charge of writing the TSP conteat. Mr Aikco
Koomanivong, Director of the Disabilities Services Center (DSC), will focus o cxplainiag the types of
visual ditficultis, their causes, recommended actions (do's), and actions 1o avoid (don'ts). He will
suppont the RD team to ilitics of individuals with visual

i

Ms. Chilpaseuth Phuphoungeoun, Head of (he Academic Service and Inclusive Education Uil at the
Nation] Universily of Laos (NvoL) will provide b onentation on crealisig ppeopeisle envieommess
for stwdeats with visual ipuinueats in scbools. Sbe will sbare her experience of creating supportive
learming enviromments for visually umpeired stucdenis al NuoL. Mr. Khumkeo Xongbovakam, Director
of the Visual Lopuirneat wad Blindoess school i Vieatiate will lrain tie RD teus i metiods 10 assit
visually ismpaired ndividuls and use essenlial ssistive devices.

Ms Vongdeaune noied that “This oew TSP o “Supporting Studeats with Disabilty in the Classroom™
will be a loager module than usual t easure it provides detailed and easily upplical
supporting sundents with diverse learning support needs. This lopie responds 1o the grow
of the weed for primmary teschers (o be able o support students with disabilty in their clissroor, 1o
ensure all students have access  quality primary education. This topic will build on and incorporste
exising resources und expertise withia MOES. In partnerstip with BEQUAL, we will collsborate with
experts in the field f0 ensure that & comprehiensive module of support is developed. 1 is expecied that
this module will be completed by the end of 2025,

Ms Vanessa concludes “Australia’s new Disability Lquity and Rights Strategy was Launched in
November 2024, placing partnesships with pesson with disabikity a1 the heart of our intemational
engagement. We are hanoured to work closely with the Department of Teacher Lducation and experts
from organization of persons with disability (OPD) to provide teachers w egies 1o meet the needs
ofall earners.™
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Ministry of Education and Sports and Australia collaborate to enhance inclusive

teaching practices

POSTED ON 25 MARCH

New professional
development resources
provide primary teachers
with practical strategies for
meeting the learning needs
of students with disability

goqusnoy
$ovadion

Throughout February and March, the Ministry of Educations and Sports (MoES), with the support of the Australian
Government through the Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR (BEQUAL) program is collaborating with vision
impairment experts to deliver orientation training and support to a team of teaching resource development specialists at
Savannakhet Teacher Training College (TTC).

Assoc. Prof. Ms Vongdeuane Osay, Director General, Department of Teacher Education (DTE), says “Continuing
Professional Development (CPD) is vital for enhancing the skllls and of their
careers. In early 2024, DTE, with support of A lia, D P (RD) teams in three
target TTCs located in Luang Namtha, Khang Khai and Savannakhet. Their role is to develop practical and user-
friendly CPD resources for primary teachers and the pedagoglcal staff supponlng !hem This year, slx lecturers
from the RD team in Savannakhet will develop a teacher support pack on “Supporting with Disability in
the Classroom.”

The Teacher Support Packs (TSP) are the first CPD resource that the RD teams have been tasked with creating. The
TSPs consist of standalone modules, each focusing on a specific area of teaching. They offer useful suggestions and
practical strategies to respond to common teaching challenges and enhance teaching practices. Teachers and
pedagogical support staff can select modules from the TSP that best align with their learning needs. The topics of the
modules are identified based on data and feedback collected through monitoring of the CPD system, incorporating
insights from teachers and teacher education teams at national and subnational levels. The topics also respond to MoES
priorities emerging through the development of the draft ESSDP 2026-2030. CPD system monitoring data shows that
teachers struggle with supporting the leamning of students with different needs.

Ms Vanessa Hegarty, First Secretary, Australian Embassy said “Children with disability face significant barriers to

quality in Laos, I g beliefs and attitudes about the causes of disability and
the capabllities of persons with bility. Many have exp a desire to learn elfectlve teaching
strategies for overcoming these barriers. Ensuring that all children, i those experi g ge,

are included and thrive in school is a shared commitment of MoES and Australia.”

fipairment

The new TSP module “Supporting Students with Disability in the Classroom” will be divided into four parts. The first
part will describe strategies to support students with vision impairment. During February and March, several experts will
work with the RD team in charge of writing the TSP content. Mr Aikeo Koomanivong, Director of the Disabilities Services
Center (DSC), will focus on explaining the types of visual difficulties, their causes, recommended actions (do’s), and
actions to avoid (don'ts). He will support the RD team to fully understand the capabilities of individuals with visual
impairments and how teachers can help students with visual impairments to achieve their learning goals. Ms. Chitpaseuth
Phaphoungeoun, Head of the Academic Service and Inclusive Education Unit at the National University of Laos (NuoL)
will provide an orientation on creating appropriate environments for students with visual impairments in schools. She will
share her experience of creating supportive learning environments for visually impaired students at NuoL. Mr. Khamkeo
Xongbouakham, Director of the Visual Impairment and Blindness school in Vientiane will train the RD team in methods to
assist visually impaired individuals and use essential assistive devices.

Ms Vongdeaune noted that “This new TSP on PP 1 wlth Disabill In the Cl: ” will be a
longer module than usual to ensure it provides detailed and easily ap for supportii

with diverse learning support needs. This topic responds to the growing awareness of the need !or primary
teachers to be able to support with in their cl: , to ensure all have access to
quality primary education. This topic will build on and I il existing and exp within MoES.

In partnership with BEQUAL, we will collaborate with experts in the field to ensure that a comprehensive module
of support is developed. It is expected that this module will be completed by the end of 2025.”

Ms Vanessa concludes “Australia’s new Disability Equity and R!ghts Stralegy was launched in November 2024,
placing partnerships with person with disability at the heart of our il We are h d to
work closely with the Department of Teacher Education and experts from organization of persons with disability
(OPD) to provide teachers with strategles to meet the needs of all learners.”
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The resource development team works on a new module to support stud with disability in the classroom.

Laos, Australia collaborate on inclusive teaching practices

Laos and Australia are collaborating to enhance inclusive teaching practices by supporting new professional development resources that provide primary teachers
with practical strategies to meet the learning needs of students with disabilities.

Throughout February and March, the Ministry of Educations and Sports, with the support of the Australian government through the Basic Education Quality and
Access in Laos (BEQUAL) programme, is working with vision impairment experts to deliver orientation training and support to a team of teaching resource
development specialists at the Savannakhet Teacher Training College.

The Director General of the Department of Teacher Education, Associate Prof Vongdeuane Osay, said: "Continuing Professional Development is vital for enhancing the
skills and knowledge of teachers throughout their careers.”

In early 2024, the Department of Teacher Education, with support from Australia, established resource development teams in three target Teacher Training Colleges.
This year, six lecturers from the resource development team in Savannakhet will develop a teacher support pack on “Supporting students with disability in the
classroom™.

The teacher support packs are the first Continuing Professional Development resource that the resource development teams have been tasked with creating.

These packs consist of standalone modules, each focusing on a specific area of teaching. They offer useful suggestions and practical strategies to respond to
common teaching challenges and enhance teaching practices.

Teachers and pedagogical support staff can select modules from the teacher support packs that best align with their learning needs.

The topics of the modules are identified based on data and feedback collected through monitoring of the Continuing Professional Development system, and
incorporate insights from teachers and teacher education teams at the national and subnational levels.

The topics also respond to the priorities of the Ministry of Education and Sports that emerged through the development of the draft ESSDP 2026-2030.

The Continuing Professional Development system has monitored data that showed teachers struggle with supporting the learning of students with different needs.
The First Secretary of the Australian Embassy, Ms Vanessa Hegarty, said: "Children with disability face significant barriers to accessing quality education in Laos,
including negative beliefs and attitudes about the causes of disability and the capabilities of persons with disability.

“Many teachers have expressed a desire to learn effective teaching strategies for overcoming these barriers. Ensuring that all children, especially those experiencing
disadvantage, are induded and thrive in school is a shared commitment of the Ministry of Education and Sports and Australia.”

The Ministry of Education and Sports, in partnership with BEQUAL will collaborate with experts in the field to ensure that a comprehensive module of support is
developed. It is expected this module will be completed by the end of 2025.

By Times Reporters
(Latest Update March 28, 2025)
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