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BEQUAL Phase 2

Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR

Australia and MoES launch a groundbreaking
video to promote gender equality in the classroom.
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Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR is managed by Tetra Tech International Development
on behalf of the Australian Government.
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Pictures of articles in the media
News during International Women’s Day
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2025-03-11 Newspaper

Vientiane Times

Front and Page 2

LAO PRESS

IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Australia, Laos

Times Reporters

Australia and the Minsstry of Education and
Sports have launched a groundbreaking video
to promote gender equality in the classroom.

The video aligns with this year’s United
Nations Women Intemational Women'’s Day
theme of “For ALL women and girls: Rights.
Equality. Empowerment™.

A meeting on the project took place on

-

w/ TUESDAY MARCH 11, 2(

Tuesday, led by Deputy Minister of Education
and Sports Dr Daravone Kittiphanh and

ICBC
__Inside

Laos, Vietnam step up
cooperation in state
auditing [Page 2]

Australia, Laos launch
video to promote gender
equality in schools
[Page2]

Charge d’Affaires at the Australian Embassy
to Laos, Ms Benita Sommerville.

The event celebrated International
Women’s Day and raised awareness about
the role of education and the media in shaping
a more gender-equal future.

The meeting drew about 70 participants,
including Directors and Deputy Directors from
across the Ministry of Education and Sports
and directors of major media outlets i Laos.

Dr Daravone said “International Women's
Day 1s a time to reflect on the ongoing efforts
required to achieve gender equality and renew
our shared commitment to positive change that
benefits all n our society.”

“Gender equality 1s a key prionty in the
Govemment of the Lao PDR’s Education
and Sports Sector Development Plan. The
Ministry of Education and Sports™ media
teams and media organisations throughout
the country play vital roles in fostering a
more progressive and inclusive society while
improving outcomes for disadvantaged

“Tt1s my privilege to host today s gathening
as we celebrate our recent successes and
present our first video promoting gender
equality 1 schools.™

Ms Sommerville said “Gender equality
continues to be a prionty for the Australian
Government. Last month, Australia’s
Foreign Minister launched Australia’s new
International Gender Equality Strategy.
marking our commitment to advancing gender
equality and the nghts of women across the
world, particularly in the Indo-Pacific.”

“But achieving true gender equality

launch video to

promote gender equality in schools

L
L

Dr Daravone Kittiphanh and Ms Benita
Sommerville chair a meeting on Tuesday.

requires more than just policies. It demands
cultural change. education, and the power of
storytelling. That 1s why Australia 1s proud
to support the Ministry of Education and
Sports through the BEQUAL programme.,
in launching alnew gender promotion video
today. This initiative highlights the crucial role
teachers play in fostering gender equality m
the classroom.”™

Aligned with this year’s theme. “For
ALL women and girls: Rights. Equality.
Empowerment”, the event culminated 1
the premiere of the “Gender Equality in the
Classroom™ video.

The video was produced by the Research
Institution of Educational Sciences in
collaboration with the Ministry’s Division
of Advancement of Women, Mothers and
Children.

The project, initiated i February 2024,
combines documentary-style storytelling with
innovative animation to deliver its message.

Through the personal narratives of two
teachers and a specially created amimated
character symbolising gender equality, the
video illustrates how subtle changes in
teaching practices can foster more equitable
leaming environments.

The objectives of the video are to raise
awareness about teachers’ pivotal role in
promoting gender equality, provide practical,
mmplementable strategies for creating inclustve
classrooms, and address unconscious gender
bias i teaching methods.
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VO Laos celebrates International Women's Day with education and media focus

INTRO: Laos marked International Women's Day with a significant focus on education and media,
highlighting their roles in creating a gender-equal future.
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Australia and the Laos Ministry of Education and Sports have launched a powerful video to
promote gender equality in classrooms, aligning with the UN Women's International Women's Day
theme, “For ALL women and girls: Rights. Equality. Empowerment.”

Dr. Daravone Kittiphanh, Vice Minister of Education and Sports, Lao PDR, emphasised,

“International Women's Day is a time to reflect on the ongoing efforts required to achieve gender
equality and renew our shared commitment to po... See more

Oo You, Corinne Javary and 8 others 1 share

Tetra Tech International Development
-m 75,167 followers
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Australia and the Laos Ministry of Education and Sports have launched a powerful
video to promote gender equality in classrooms, aligning with the United Nations
Women International Women’s Day theme, “For ALL women and girls: Rights. ...more
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2025-03-11 Vientiane Times Facebook
< Vientiane Times
'if' A

Australia, Laos launch video to promote gender equality in schools

Australia and the Ministry of Education and Sports have launched a groundbreaking video to
promote gender equality in the classroom.

The video aligns with this year’s United Nations Women International Women’s Day theme of “For
ALL women and girls: Rights. Equality. Empowerment”....(Continue read)
https://www.vientianetimes.org.la/.../Cur_048_Australia...
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Australia, MoES launch a groundbreaking video to
promote gender equality in classrooms

“Thin vidoo aligrs with this year's Usited Nation Woenen lnfernational Woenen's Day theme of “For ALL
weoenen aad gils: Rights. quality. Dmpowerment =

(KPL) Vice Mster of Edscaion aad Sports (MeES)MS. Dusrveoe Kitiphash, and M. Benta
Secemerville, Charge & affsres, Assralian Erbussy, co-chaired s evest celcbenting laternationa] Women's
Duy 0o March 4 2 came swarenes sbcest the sole of edecatuon and S moda is dupag 3 moee peder-oqual
Saare

Arcand 70 paniipects amended Be event, inchuding direciorn Soe across MoES depariments, and dowctons
of major media outhets in Be Lao PDR.

v Dvevone Kiiphaak, Vice Mitster of Fbvcorion and Sports

Dr. Dasrvoor sasd, “laternational Women's Dary s 3 tne 39 reflect 0n the cagoing efons required 1o schieve
Pender equality and reacw our shared commitment % posiive change that heneits ol s cur sociery. Gender
eqaality i & hey peiority in the Goversment of the Lao PDR's Edacasion snd Sports Sector Developeent
Plan. The Misisry of Fducation ad Sports’ media beams and medis orpacizations Broughout B¢ Coustry
Py vital roles @ fostering 3 move progressive aad inchesive sockey while improvieg euscomes for
dsadvactaged childoen. It is mry privilepe 10 bost dodey's pathering as we celebrate cur fecest scesses d
presest our fing video promoting pender aqualiy in schools.*

M Bevwiw Scwmwersstie. Charpe d afares. Auotra'on Embenry

M. Berits Scammmerville said, "Geader equality contimes 4 be & pricety for the Australisn Government. Last
moats, Astralia's § crevgn Misister bsaached Australa’s aew loternatacnsd Gender 1 qualty Serstepy, marking
ur commitment % advancing prader equaliy and the rights of womem across the workd, particalacly ia the
Tndo-Pacific. But achieving trve geoder equalty requices more Bas Just policies. It demands cultural chacge,
edacarion. and the power of stocytelling. That is whty Austraia is peoud 10 suppoet the Misistry of Education
0 Sports tevegh e BEQUAL prograssme, i lusching & new poader poometion video dodsy. This
watisve baghinghes the crcial role seachers play o fonterng peader equaley in e classroom =

Stachenes bern o coxladurate « 4 i opgaite ender and respet e oy

Aligaed with this year's theme, “For ALL women snd girk: Rights. Tiquality. Fmpowerment *, the evest
Culiminated in the presiere of te “Geader liguality 0 the Classrocm™ video. This video was produced by the
Research lnssiution of Edwcancosl Scwnces (RIES) i collaboration with the Misistry's Division of
Adviocemens of Women, Mothers and Chibren. The propect, iniiased ia February 04, combioes
Gocumentary style soryleling with issovative asiswnicn 10 deliver its message. Through the perscesl
marmaives of two leachers and  specially crested snimated charscier symbelizing geader oqualiy, e video
ilhsstrates how wibtle changes i leaching practioes can foster move oquitable bearming eaviseements. The
cbjectives of B video are % raise awareness sbout teachery’ pvotal sole i promcting peader aquality,
peonide practical, imglementable straegans $or Crewnng Inxiusive CRasSOOMS, 408 A34ress WICOOR IS Sender
buas i heaching mechods.

W of e Afwwavy anad Yawns s ram acmvely vt af v adting deuk of a¥ vataudn iy vatn the
S e hn s hne gunsters ored dmagemy wsed bn v (hasanane cam Jrvaave rreaby opast

Ms. Besits ssid, "As we celebeate Imemaions! Women's Dey 2005 and seflect o8 the Seme of “For ALL
woenen and gets: Rights. Fiquality. Empowersest * we refioct o the finst collaboration betwoen MDAW snd
RIES o video prodiacticn and eacourspe contisund partnersbip with ocher GILATH Sopics. Let w reatfion our
Comumitment % creating & woek] wheve all pirls and womem are empowered, valond a0d ichuded. By working
topether 10 Sreak doam barmiers ad foster divenity, we can buikd & moce equimable a0 xhisive sockey Sor
Penenions 0 come *

n tiv vodeo b Nvxher v s b proniers and mpvry sned i the s v com prvemete pervder epvn

Dr. Darsvone added, “This initistive repoesents & cracial wep i sddrewsing uncomcioss gesder biss is
odacaicn. Wy highlghting ssthentic claeoom experinces and offerieg practical sobstions, we are
cmpowering teachers 4o decome active agents of change. ™

Caamners Women from the Minctry of Educarson and Sports’ media team g the Gender Equaiiny o the
Clasroce Vidve

Ms. Beoita Soenmerville also congramilaned RIES 08 ther apgeosch 10 jromosng pender equalty Srvogh
their Video prodacions. “Over fhe years, we have seen real progres i bow edacuscn asd meda challeage
harmfel serectypes st promne uxhussce —whether selated 1o peader, disabuliry. v cduty. These efforts
are commendable and domoastrate Be dedication of the RIES video prodectios leamss o cmboddisg pender
equabty and mchury # every sage of coetest Creatscn
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Dr Daravone Kittiphanh and Ms Benita Sommerville chair a meeting on Tuesday.

Australia, Laos launch video to promote gender equality in schools

Australia and the Ministry of Education and Sports have launched 3 groundbreaking video to promote gender equality in the classroom.

The video aligns with this year's United Nations Women Interational Women's Day theme of “For ALL women and girls: Rights. Equality. Empowerment”.
Ameeting on the project took place on Tuesday, led by Deputy Minister of Education and Sports Dr Daravone Kittiphanh and Charge d'Affaires at the Australian
Embassy to Laos, Ms Benita Sommerville.

The event celebrated International Women's Day and raised awareness about the role of education and the media in shaping a more gender-equal future.

The meeting drew about 70 participants, including Diectors and Deputy Directors from across the Ministry of Education and Sports and directors of major media
outlets in Laos.

Dr Daravone said “Intenational Women's Day is 3 time to reflect on the ongoing efforts required to achieve gender equality and renew our shared commitment to
positive change that benefits all in our society.”

“Gender equality is a key priority in the Govemment of the Lao PDR's Education and Sports Sector Development Plan. The Ministry of Education and Sports’ media
teams and media organisations throughout the country play vital roles in fostering a more progressive and indlusive society while improving outcomes for
disadvantaged children.”

“Itis my privilege to host today’s gathering as we celebrate our recent successes and present our first video promoting gender equality in schools.”

Ms Sommerville said “Gender equality continues to be a priority for the Australian Govemment. Last month, Australia’s Foreign Minister launched Australia's new
Intemational Gender Equality Strategy, marking our commitment to advancing gender equality and the rights of women across the world, particularly in the Indo-
Pacific.”

*But achieving true gender equality requires more than just policies. It demands cultural change, education, and the power of storytelling. That is why Australia is
proud to support the Ministry of Education and Sports through the BEQUAL programme, in launching a new gender promotion video today. This initiative highlights
the crucial role teachers play in fostering gender equality in the classroom.”

ligned with this year’s theme, “For ALL women and girls: Rights. Equality. Empowerment’, the event culminated in the premiere of the “Gender Equality in the
Classroom” video.

The video was produced by the Research institution of Educational Sciences i collaboration with the Ministry’s Division of Advancement of Women, Mothers and
Chillgren

The project, initiated in Februaty 2024, combines documentary-style storytelling with innovative animation to deliver ts message.

Through the personal narratives of two teachers and a specially created animated character symbolising gender equality, the video illustrates how subtle changes in
teaching practices can foster more equitable leaming environments.

The objectives of the video are to raise awareness about teachers' pivotal role in promoting gender equality, provide practical, implementable strategies for creating
inclusive classrooms, and address unconscious gender bias in teaching methods.

6y Times Reporters
(Latest Update March 11, 2026)

20



2025-03-13 BEQUAL Website

BEQUAL Aboutus  Activities  Library  Opportunities

Australia and the Ministry of Education and Sports launch a groundbreaking
video to promote gender equality in the classroom

POSTED ON 13 MAJ

“This video aligns with this
year's United Nation Women
International Women's Day
theme of “For ALL women
and girls: Rights. Equality.
Empowerment.

imagery used in the.

2025, Or. Daravone Kitiphanh, Vice Ministor of Education and Spofts. Lac PDR. and Ms. Benita
SormmenAte, Charge datarcs, Ausalan EMbassy. oo-charod an evnt coeatng iemabonal Women's Day 10 rase
areness st e ole o ecucaon and the mcta i shuping  mors qee-aqus e A 70 patcris
attended 1 fuding Directors and Depi istry of Educaton and Sports (MOES)
deparment, and Dhecsors maor media ol

Dr Daravone said, “International Women's Day Is a time to reflect on the ongoing efforts required fo achleve
gender oquality and renew our shared commitment (o positive change that benelits all in our socioly. Gender
oquality is a key priority in the Government of Lao PDR's Education and Sports Sector Development Plan. The
Nintety of Edotatton and Sports” machs teama and medk ongenteations theoughout the coomt
in fostering a more progressive and inclusive society while Vmpmv!ny outcomes for disadvantagod ehidron. s
my privilege o host today's gathering as we celebrate our rocent successes and present our first video
promoting gender equality in schools.”
Ms. Benita Sommenvile said. “Gender equality continues to be a priority for the Australian Government. Last
month, Australia’s Foreign Minister launchod Australia's new International Gendor Equality Strategy, marking our
commitment to advancing gender equality and the rights of women across the world, particularly In the Indo-
Pacific. But achieving true gender equality requires more than just policies. It demands cultural change,
udu:ab'un. and the powor of storytolling. That is why Australia is proud to support the Ministry of Education and
ugh the BEQUAL program, in launching a new gender promotion video today. This initiative
h!qh!lq!nt e dhcla ole e play In fostering gender equallty In the elassroom.

The Women of the Minisy's media leam were Uained &
take up lechnical foles like fidhing and sound recording

i, Vice Mini =T
‘Benila Sommerville, Charge &' Aflsires,
Australian Embassy

Aigned with this year's theme. *For AL women and girs: Rights. Equalty. Empowerment.. the event culminated in the
premicre of he “Gender Equaiky I the Classroom” video. This Viceo was produced By the Research Instiution of
(RIES) in colaboration with the Ministry's Division of Advancement of Women, Mothers and
nitated in February 2024, comdines documentary-Siyle Storyteling Win innavatve animaton to
Througn the personal namaves. of two teachers and @ specally o anmand coracer
ymbolizing gendar equally. the video luslrales how sublle changes in leaching practicas can foster mare equlable
learning environments. The objecives of the video are to raise awareness aboul teachers’ pvolal role in promoting
gender equalty, provide practical. Implementable STategies for creatng INClusHe CASSIoMms, and address UNConscious
gender bias in leaching methads.

Ms. Benta said. “As we colebrato Intomational Women's Day 2025 and rofloct on the themo of “For
ALL womenr s ghis: Rigits Exuably, mpowsrront” we roflect on e fst coeborn bobwes MOAW wrd
RIES on video production and encourage continued partnership with other GEIE topics. Let us reaffirm our
commltment to mzu»g 3 world where ail giris and women are empowered, valued and Included, By working
together (o broak down barriers and foster diversity, wo can build a more equitable and inclusive socioty for
generations to come.

Women of the BMSITY B3 SPOTLs me ia tearm sctively workis the editing desk of ai deos

Or. Daravone added, “This Inltiative represents a cruclal step In addressing unconscious gender blas In
education. By highllghting authentic elassroom experiences and offering practical solutions, we are empowering
teachars to bacome active agents of change.”

Ms. Benita Sv.mmem\e aiso congratulated RIES on their approach o promoling gender equaity through their video

producto ars, W havi seon real progress i how ecicaton and media chalenge harmul Kercatypes and
promole inclusion—whether related 1o gender, disabilty, of athnicly. Th or n

the cedication of the RIES video production teams lo embedding gender equa u ‘and inclusivity al every stage of content
creation.”

The RIES me ‘s mado significant progress in promoting gandor equalty through their media productions. With

the BEQUAL program, the leam received comprahensive Uiaining lo enhance their lechnical
siis across vanous domains, inclucing Aiming, eciting, animaton, and sound engineering. The raining placed partcutar
emphasis on empowering women 10 take on technical rales benind the camera and at eaiing stations. moving beyond
aditional on-screen foles, such as hosts or actors. The leam now also aims Lo encourage men Lo step into presenting
foles, ensuring more balanced representation. All leams receive lraining in incusive scriphuriting and casting, focusing on
avoicing stercatypes and ensuring ¢qual represe: e and women. Ther content intentionaily promotes gender
Scunly by depcin (b |n Categfrg ries a1 wercan's svoghe ot

decisicns are made eful considerstion of bolh gender balance and ethnic dversiy, challe
2esioraent - for cxarpie, he assarpion ofmale piapals e femais imscher, The rea a cont ! showcases
woman as loaders whi iluslrating posiive examplos of gender Gooperation.

Mork an 20 paflitipants from the Minislry of Education and Sports, the Australian Embassy and the main media 3tlended
the International Women's Day event

r Daravone concluded by announcing the next video project: “Looking ahoad, tho event will be followed by a one-and-
a-half day training for the MOES media and video production teams on Child Protection and Safeguarding Children —
the theme of the next Gender and Inclusive Education video production. This training will be led by the Ministry's
Division for the Advancemant of Women, Mothors and Childron.”
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2025-03-12 Pathedlao Facebook

-~ 290 Laos News - KPL
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Exciting New Video on “Gender Equality in the Classroom” Launched
The Ministry of Education and Sports of the Lao PDR, in partnership with Australia, has released a
dynamic new video designed to empower teachers in creating safe and inclusive learning
environments. This resource provides practical strategies for challenging gender stereotypes and
promoting equality in the classroom.
Produced by the Information Media Center and the Ministry’s Division of Advancement of Women,
... See more
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Gender Equality in the Classroom with English Subtitles
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2025-03-13 BEQUAL Website

Gender Equality in the
Classroom

Teachers play a vital role in creating a safe, inclusive, and gender-responsive

learning environment. They have the power to challenge gender stereotypes,
promote positive gender role models, and reduce gender bias in the classroom.
The new video produced by MoES with Australia’s support provides simple,
actionable guidance to help teachers foster gender equality through their teaching.

Watch now
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