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BEQUAL Phase 2

Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR

MoES and Australia ensure all students receive the
Lao language support they need when starting
school.
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Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR is managed by Tetra Tech International Development,

on behalf of the Australian Government and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
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New Lao language programme
rolled out in primary schools

dntwghlyrcs’wdmmﬁnl

fj‘ l\\
N7

LAO PRESS

IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

The overwhelming
positive results demonstrated
that this new approach
‘benefits children who are not
vet competent speakers of
Laoand helps themto acquire
new vocabulary in a fim and
effective manner.

The education mumetry
decided to make Spoken
Lac materials and teaching
methods available to all
Grade 1 classes nationwide

< WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBI

oy
A teacher introduces new teaching methods under the
Spoken Lao Programme.

at the Australian Embassy

Lao-Thai border crossing

in Saravan to be
upgraded
[Page2]

Times Reporters

TheMnmmofEclmmmd
Sports has launched the new
Spoken Lao Pro and

Mwum'v «of Education and

made materials and u:ad:illg
methods avalable to all Grade:
1 classes m pnmary schools
startng thos school year.

In preparation for the
national rollour, 184,680
colourful textbooks and
13 680 teacher guides, as well

New Lao language
programme rolled outin
primary schools
[Page2]

These matenals have
been provided to Grade 1
teachers and wall be avalable
for all schools with non-Lao

lessons are taught n addion
10 regular timetabled lessons.,
with lessons

Ms Vanessa Hegarty, said
“Australia and the educaton
mumstry collaborated to
new teaching methods
to ncrease the inclusion
of all children in the
education system, especially
disadvantaged children who
speak a language other than
Lao at home "
Almost 40 percent 0f
the Lao

and linking directly with the
regular Grade 1 Lao language

Duirector General of
the Research Insutute for

Lao Educational Sciences,

speaking students that are
plementing the

The programme was
launched to ensure that all
children receive the Lao

school.
It was developed by
the Research Institute for
Educational Sciences at the

e
Vilayphone, sasd “Smce 2019,
the education mumstry and
Austraha have been workmg
1o strengthen Lao language
skills for chaldren who cannot
spﬂ\k Lao when they start

'ﬂxmmmalshaw'bctn

small pilot can become a
programme approved for
teaching natiomwide.

Ms: Hegarty said
“Austraha 1 proud to promote
mehusrve education and better
leaming outcomes for non-

adents.”

disadvantage, will have long-
term positive outcomes for

the development of Laos, she
added.
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Primary school teachers get lessons
on Spoken Lao Programme

Times Reporters

LAO PRESS Teaching the new Spoken
IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES Lao cumicnhim
tonon-T ao speaking students
is challenging for primary
3 WEDNESDAY SEPTEME fchool md:ei, so they are

Japan gives boost to
agriculture through
satellite technology
[Page2]

Mekong flooding causes
severe riverbank erosion

inBokeo [Page3]

Primary school teachers
get lessons on Spoken
Lao Programme

[Page 3]

talang part in a two-month
training course to learn
how to use the programme
effectively.

who may neot have non-
Lao speaking students in
their class. to ensure that all

One of the provincial
trainers explained that
participants learned about

teaching methods

language
for children and effe

A second video
demonstrating three main
activities of the Spoken Lao
Programme was filmed last
week and will be released
soon. A specific Spoken
Lao Programme Teacher
Support Pack is also under

The
in July and ends in the middle
ofthis month, providing them
with the tools they need fo use

P
government have been

working to strengthen Lao
skills for children

1 expenienc
some of the activities
reco ded in the

s
A total of 63 master
trainers trained 603
provincial trainers who then
d.ehvmd 530 workshops
to 14,524 Grade 1 teachers,
p school principals
and ped.agogmal support

‘programme and made paper
and practised their

wheo start school without

being able to speak Lao.
The Spoken Lao

have

puppets
use with children
The training was very
and saw teachers
preparing and delivering
Spoken Lao Programme

o the
BasicEdlmon and
Access in Laos (BEQUAL)

programme.

The master and provincial
trainers have been delivering
curriculm trainis

primary
m 2019. '[h:yi;nve in-depth
Imowledge of

aﬂaka&ngummugmms
on its use over the past five

The training course
this summer included all
Grade 1 teachers, even those

support staff were leaming

about tools and resources to

support the teachers.
Additional

to provide support to Spoken
Lao Programme teachers
are being developed by the
Ministry of Education and

A video explaining
technicues to teach children
whodunotspealclmasﬂmt

15 available on

first language ¢
the Teacher Development
Videos YouTube channel.

been thoroughly tested in
several provinces and
improved since

2019.
The programme was
officially launched

nationwide, to ensure that
all non-Lac speaking Grade
1 children receive the Lao

langnage support they need
when starting this school

School
principals
and Grade
1 teachers

| practise
some of the

in the
Spaken Lao
Frogramme.
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Primary school teachers get lessons on Spoken Lao Programme

Teaching the new Spoken Lao Programme curriculum to non-Lao speaking students is challenging
for primary school teachers, so they are taking part in a two-month training course to learn how
to use the programme effectively.... (Continue to read)
https://www.vientianetimes.org.la/.../Cur_181_primary_y24...
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This school year marks the nationwide launch of BEQUAL's Spoken Lao Program (SLP) for Grade 1 O: 0 followers

students in Lao PDR who do not speak Lao as their first language. W @

Managed by the Ministry of Education and Sports of Lao PDR and supported by the Australian This school year marks the nationwide launch of BEQUAL's Spoken Lac Prm}ram LR
Government and USAID, the SLP aims to ensure all students receive the language support they

need from the start. for Grade 1 students in Lac PDR who do not speak Lao as their first ...more
What makes SLP special? ... See more
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Ministry of Education and Australia ensure all students receive the Lao language
support they need when starting school

Nationwide launch of the
new Spoken Lao Program
for non-Lao speaking Grade
1 students

SLP is full of endaging activities such as rale play.

Lac POR is & culturally rich and diverse counlry, with four main ethnolinguistic groups incerporating over 50 languages.
Almost 40% of the Lao papulation speak a language other than Lao, Many grade 1 students, especially those from remote
and disadvantaged areas, begin their first year of school without the necessary oral Lao language skills needed to leam,
given that Lao language is the language of instruction. How can these students effectively leam and participate in
classroom activities I they don't understand the teacher?

Starting this school year, grade 1 students across the country who need this additional support will have the opporturity to
participate in the Spoken Lao Program (SLP). This new program was developed by the Research Institute for Educational
Sciences (RIES) in the Ministry of Education and Sports of Lao PDR (MoES) with support from the Australian
Government and the United States Agency for International Development, through the Basic Education Quality and
Access in Lao PDR (BEQUAL) program. The SLP can be implemented in all grade 1 classes nalionwide depending on
the language background of the students enrolied. Grade 1 teachers, principals and districts will decide whether SLP
should be taught in a school based on the needs of the enrolled grade 1 students. SLP lessons are taught in addition to
regular timetabled lessons with lessons complementing and linking directly with the regular Lao language curriculum
lessons for grade 1. The SLP lessons focus on developing oral Lao language skills through supporting speaking and
listening praciice

Assoclate Professor Dr Anoulom Vilayphone, Director General of RIES said “Since 2018, the MoES and Australia have
been working together to strengthen Lao fanguage skills for students starting school without speaking Lao. The
SLP materfals have been thoroughly tested in several provinces and subsequently improved since 2019. The

h positive results that this new approach benefits students who are not yet competent
speakers of Lao language and helps them acquire new vacabulary In a fun and effective manner. The Minlstry
declded to make Spoken Lao matertais and teaching method avallable to ail Grade 1 classes natlonwide starting
with this school year”.

Ms Vanessa Hegarty, First Secretary, Australian Embassy, said “Austrafla and the MoES colfaborated to pliot new
teaching methods to Increase Inchuslon of ali children In the edueation system, especlally disadvantaged children
who speak another language other than Lao at home. The SLP Is a great example of how a successful small pliot
can become a program approved for teaching nationwlde,”

In preparation for the national roll out, 184,680 colorful textbooks and 13 680 teacher guides, as well as supplementary
teaching and leaming materials (13,680 flashcard Sets, 27,200 slory cards and 27,200 bingo game sets) were distributed
nationwide. These materials have been provided to grade 1 teachers and will be available for all schools with non-Lao
speaking students who are implementing the SLP.

Teaching a new curriculum is always challenging for teachers. Cascade training started in July and will last until mid-
Seplember to equip grade 1 teachers wilh the tocls they need fo use the SLP malerials and support grade 1 students. 63
Master Trainers (41% female) trained 603 Provincial Trainers who then delivered 530 workshops of 3 days for 14,524
grade 1 teachers, primary school principals and pedagogical suppart providers, The Master and Provincial Trainers have
been delivering eurriculum training since the introduction of the revised primary curriulum in 2019; they are skilled in
faciltating training and with in-depth curmiculum knowledge, gained conducting training on the revised curriculum for five
years. The training included all grade 1 teachers, even the teachers who may not have non-Lao speaking students in their
class, to ensure that all grade 1 teachers can provide SLP when required in the future

One of the Provincial Trainers explains “On Day 1, participants learned about language teaching techniques for
children and effective methods to suppert their students’ language learning. They also became familiar with the
SLP teaching and learning materials. On Day 2, participants experienced some activitles of the program. They
also created a paper puppet and practiced using It for an SLP activity demonstration. The Day 3 was also very
active and hands-on with teachers preparing and delivering SLP activitles in microteaching sesslons, while
pedagogcal support staff were learning about fools and resaurces to support SLP teachers.”

Additional opportunities to provide support to SLP teachers are being developed by the Ministry. A video explaining five
techniques o teach students who do not speak Lao as thelr first language is already available on Bala@Zuniudianzia
 Teacher Development Videos YouTube channel. A second video demonstrating three main activities of the Spoken
Lao Program was fimed last week and will be released soon. A specific SLP Teacher Support Pack is also under
development.

Al grade 1 teactiers, primary. print
pedagogical support D%ﬂ.uq <

Ms Hegarty concluded “Austraila Is proud to promote
inclusive education and better learning outcomes for
nonlao speaking students. Australia strongly
believes that improving the learning outcomes for
gils and boys, especially those experlencing
disadvantage, will have long-term positive outcomes
for the devalopment of Laos.”

BEQUAL is a program led by the Ministry of Education
and Sports with support from the Australian Government
and the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID). The program focuses on
enhancing educational ouicomes for the nation’s youth,
especially the vuinerable and disadvantaged. BEQUAL is
focused on ensuring gender equality and promoting
inclusive education across all activities.

Testing results in 21 target districts demonstrated the
effectivencss of SLP
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Ministry of Education, Australia ensure all students
receive Lao language support they need when starting
school

3/2024 14:37 B3 Email

o IEZ8 The Lao PDR is a culturally rich and diverse country, with four main ethnolinguistic groups incorporating
over 50 languages. Almost 40% of the Lao population speak a language other than Lao. Many grade 1 students,
e especially those from remote and disadvantaged areas, begin their first year of school without the necessary
oral Lao language skills needed to learn, given that Lao is the of i How can these
w students effectively learn and participate in classroom activities if they don't understand the teacher?

Nationwide launch of the new Spoken Lao Programme for non-Lao speaking Grade 1 students

(KPL) The Lao PDR is a culturally rich and diverse country, with four main ethnolinguistic groups

incorporating over 50 languages.

Almost 40% of the Lao population speak a language other than Lao. Many grade 1 students, especially those
from remote and disadvantaged areas, begin their first year of school without the necessary oral Lao language

skills needed to leam. given that Lao language is the language of instruction.

How can these students effectively learn and participate in classroom aetivities if they don't understand the
teacher?

Starting this school year. grade 1 students across the country who need this additional support will have the
oppertunity to participate in the Spoken Lao Programme (SLP). This new programme was developed by the
Research Institute for Educational Sciences (RIES) in the Ministry of Education and Sports of the Lao PDR
(MoES) with support from the Australian Government and the United States Agency for International
Development, through the Basic Education Quality and Access in the Lao PDR (BEQUAL) programme. The
SLP can be implemented in all grade 1 classes nationwide depending on the language background of the

students enrolled.

Grade 1 teachers, principals and districts will decide whether SLP should be taught in a school based on the
needs of the enrolled grade 1 students.

SLP lessons arc taught in addition to regular timetabled lessons with lessons complementing and linking
directly with the regular Lao language curriculum lessons for grade 1

The SLP lessons focus on developing oral Lao language skills through supporting speaking and listening
practice.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Anoulom Vilayphone, Director General of RIES said, “Since 2019, the MoES and Australia
have been working together to strengthen Lao language skills for students starty
Lao.

school without speaking

The SLP materials have been thoroughly tested in several provinces and subsequently improved since 2019.

The overwhelming positive results demonstrated that this new approach benefits students who are not yet

competent speakers of Lao language and helps them acquire new vocabulary in a fun and effective manner.

The Ministry decided to make Spoken Lao materials and teaching method available to all Grade 1 classes
nationwide starting with this school year”.

Ms Vanessa Hegarty, First Sccretary, Australian Embassy, said “Australia and the MoES collaborated to pilot
disad d

new teaching methods to increase inclusion of all children in the system.

children who speak another language other than Lao at home.

The SLP is a great example of how a successful small pilot can become a programme approved for teaching
nationwide.™

In preparation for the national rollout, 184.680 colorful textbooks and 13,680 teacher guides. as well as
supplementary teaching and learning materials (13,680 flasheard sets, 27,200 story cards and 27,200 bingo
game sets) were distributed nationwide. These materials have been provided to grade 1 teachers and will be
available for all schools with non-Lao speaking students who are implementing the SLP.

Teaching a new curriculum is always challenging for teachers. Cascade training started in July and will last
until mid-September to equip grade 1 teachers with the tools they need to use the SLP materials and support
grade 1 students.

63 Master Trainers (41% female) trained 603 Provincial Trainers who then delivered 530 workshops of 3 days
for 14.524 grade 1 teachers, primary school principals and pedagogical support providers. The Master and
Provincial Trainers have been delivering curriculum training since the introduction of the revised primary
curriculum in 2019: they are skilled in facilitating training and with in-depth curriculum knowledge. gained
condueting fraining on the revised curriculum for five years.

The training included all grade 1 teachers, even the teachers who may not have non-Lao speaking students in
their class, to ensure that all grade 1 teachers can provide SLP when required in the future.

One of the Provincial Trainers explains “On Day 1, participants learned about language teaching techniques
for children and effective methods to support their students' language learning. They also became familiar
with the SLP teaching and learning materials. On Day 2, participants experienced some activities of the
programme. They also created a paper puppet and practiced using it for an SLP activity demonstration. The
Day 3 was also very active and hands-on with teachers preparing and delivering SLP activities in
microteaching sessions, while pedagogical support staff were learning about tools and resources to support

SLP teachers.”

Additional opportunities to provide support to SLP teachers are being developed by the Ministry. A video
explaining five techniques to teach students who do not speak Lao as their first language is already available
on 88le395unautionng Teacher Development Videos YouTube channel

A second video demonstrating three main activities of the Spaken Lao Programme was filmed last week and

will be released soon. A specific SLP Teacher Support Pack is also under development.

Ms Hegarty concluded “Australia is proud to promote inclusive education and better learning outcomes for
non-Lao speaking students. Australia strongly believes that improving the leaming outcomes for girls and
boys. especially those experiencing disadvantage, will have 1 term positive for the devel

of Laos.”

BEQUAL is a programme led by the Ministry of Education and Sports with support from the Australian
Government and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The programme focuses
on enhancing educational outcomes for the nation's youth, especially the vulnerable and disadvantaged.
BEQUAL is focused on ensuring gender equality and promoting inclusive education across all activities.
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New Lao language programme rolled out in primary schools

The Ministry of Education and Sports has launched the new Spoken Lao Programme and made materials and teaching methods available to all Grade 1 dasses in
primary schools starting this school year.

In preparation for the national rollout. 184,680 colourful textbooks and 13,680 teacher guides, as well as supplementary teaching and leaming materials, were
distributed nationwide.

These materials have been provided to Grade 1 teachers and will be available for all
schools with non-Lao speaking students that are implementing the Spoken Lao

Programme.

The programme was launched to ensure that all children receive the Lao language

support they need when starting school.

It was developed by the Research Institute for Educational Sciences at the Ministry of

Education and Sports with support from the Australian government and the United

States Agency for International Development, through the Basic Education Quality and

© Access in Laos (BEQUAL) programme.

: Spoken Lao Programme lessons are taught in addition to regular timetabled lessons,

with lessons complementing and linking directly with the regular Grade 1 Lao

language curriculum lessons.

The lessons aim to develop children’s oral Lao language skills through speaking and

listening practice.

Director General of the Research Institute for Educational Sciences, Associate Prof. Dr

Anoulom Vilayphone, said "Since 2019, the education ministry and Australia have been

<1 working to strengthen Lao language skills for children who cannot speak Lac when

A teacher introduces new teaching methods under the Spoken Lao they start school.

Programme. The materials have been thoroughly tested in several provinces and subsequently
improved since 2019.

The overwhelming positive results demonstrated that this new approach benefits children who are not yet competent speakers of Lao and helps them to acquire new

vocabulary in a fun and effective manner.

The education ministry decided to make Spoken Lac materials and teaching metheds available to all Grade 1 classes nationwide starting this school year, Dr Anculom

said, First Secretary at the Australian Embassy, Ms Vanessa Hegarty, said "Australia and the education ministry collaborated to pilot new teaching metheds to increase

the inclusion of all children in the education system, especially disadvantaged children who speak a language other than Lao at home.”

Almost 40 percent of the Lac population speak a language other than Lac.

The programme is a great example of how a successful small pilot can become a programme approved for teaching nationwide.

Ms Hegarty said “Australia is proud to promote inclusive education and better learning outcomes for non-Lao speaking students.”

Australia strongly believes that improving the learning outcomes for girls and boys, especially those experiencing disadvantage, will have long-term positive

outcomes for the development of Laos, she added.
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