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BEQUAL Phase 2

Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR

Australia’s Ambassador visits a primary school in
Xiangkhouang Province and reaffirms Australia’s
commitment to quality primary education for all
children in Lao PDR.

Media Report
(25 Mar —04 Apr 2024)
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Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR is managed by Tetra Tech International Development,

on behalf of the Australian Government and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
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It was a heartwarming day as Ambassador Megan Jones and H.E Dr Phout Simmalavong, Minister
for Education and Sports, witnessed the joy of children immersed in their leaming journey in
primary schools in Xiangkhouang Province, Lao PDR. With support from Australia’s Basic
Education Quality and Access (BEQUAL) Program, these classrooms have become vibrant spaces
where children’s curicsity and creativity flourish.

From colourful textbooks to hands-on activities, every child was actively engaged, reflecting the
transformative impact of the revised curriculum. Ambassador Jones reaffirmed Australia's
commitment to priontising the well-being and education for all children in Laos, particularly for
girls and children with disabilities, and championed the expansion of people-to-people links
through engeing support for teacher professional development.

‘We are committed to the future of our children, ensuring they have access to quality education
and boundless opportunities to thrive,

To learn more, visit the new BEQUAL website - https://bequal-laos.org/#climate

#BuildingLaosFutureTogether #BuildingLaolearners #Australianaid #BEQUALprogram
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Australia reaffirms support for quality education for Lao children

The Australian government has reaffirmed its commitment to provide quality primary education
for all children in Laos, with senior Embassy officials observing classes using the revised primary
school curriculum... (Continue to read)
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The Australia’s Ambassador to Lao PDR visits a primary school in Kham district...
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Australia continues it's unwavering focus on education in Laos. Australia’s Ambassador,
Megan Jones, alengside Dr. Phout Simmalavong, Minister for Education and Sports of Lao
PDR, witnessed the positive impact of the revised national primary curriculum at a primary
school in Xiangkhouang Province.

Dr. Phout stressed the importance of quality education in building a prosperous nation.
Thanks to Australia's support, the curriculum now promotes active learning and practical skills
for Lao children.

Ambassador Jones reaffirmed Australia’s enduring partnership with Laos in education,
Through initiatives like the Australia Awards scholarships and #BEQUAL managed by Tetra
Tech International Development #IndoPacific, Australia is committed to enhancing learning
outcomes for all, particularly those facing challenges.

Read more: https://Inkd.in/gF_K-rVG

Tetra Tech International Development Service LinkedIln and Facebook

etra Tech International Development Services
13 at 1048AM - @

Australia continues it's unwavering focus on education in Laos. Australia's Ambassador, Megan
Jones, alongside Dr. Phout Simmalaveng, Minister for Education and Sports of Lao PDR, witnessed
the positive impact of the revised national primary curriculum at a primary schoaol in
Xiangkhouang Province,

Dr. Phout stressed the importance of quality education in building a prosperous nation, Thanks to
Australia’s support, the curriculum now promotes active learning and practical skills for Lao
children.

Ambassador Jones reaffirmed Australia‘s enduring partnership with Laos in education. Through
initiatives like the Australia Awards scholarships and #*BEQUAL managed by Tetra Tech

International Development Services #IndoPacific, Australia is committed to enhancing leamning
outcomes for all, particularly those facing challenges,

Read more: https://bequal-laos.org/.../australias-ambassador-visits.../
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Australia’s Ambassador visits a primary school in Xiangkhouang Province and
reaffirms Australia's commitment to quality primary education for all children
in Lao PDR

Ausiralls AmBASsador and Lag FDR's MInisier for EGueation
and Sports olbserved classes Wit e reviasd nation
privaey curtedlum 1t setion

On 22nd March 2024, H.E. Associate Professor Dr. Phout Simmalavang, Minister for Education and Sports of Lao PDR and H.E. Megan Jones, Australia's Ambass:
ed a primary school in Kham distriet, Xiangkheuang Province to observe the revised national primary curriculum being taught. In Xiangkhouang, Ambassador Jones a
information session about the Australian Govemment's tertiary scholarships program — the Australia Awards scholarships — for potertial Lao applicants

During the school visit, Dr. Phout said “the Government of Laa PDR recognises that quality basic education is the foundation of a prosperous and peaceful nation. With the
support of Australia, we revised the national primary curriculum to integrate a new teaching approach in which student engagement and learning is facilitated through
activities, hands-on experience, and practical appiication. | am delighted to be here today with Ambassador Jones to observe the new way of teaching and learning that is
guiding the development of Lao’s future generation.”

Ambassador Jones said “Australia has a long-term partnership with the
Government of Lao PDR in education. Our goal, working with the Ministry
of Education and Sports, Is thet primary school-aged children in Lao
PDR, particularly those enci . increase  their
engagement in learning and improve their learning outcomes. We are
very honored that the Government of Lao PDR entrusted Australia
through the BEQUAL program fo improve primary education and revise
the national primary curriculum. It is a huge endeavour and | am pleased
to be here today In this lovely primary school with H.E Dr Phout to
witness the results of our joint efforts.”

N Em

ing arE3 calculation in the school garden

leaming
at they

and English classes being taught using the revised curriculum and the teac!
ng with the materials. learning through experimentation and reflectiny
hers to bring the revised curriculum to life.

g an

Ambass es and Dr Phout observed Lao Language, Science and Environme:
malerials developed with Australian supporl. They were pleased o see sludents collaborating. en
were doing, They congratulated the school Principal and teachers and recognized the key role of te:

Ambassador Jones said “The Ministry of Education and Sports, with Australian support, has significantly transformed primary education through the new national primary
curriculum. This pivotal change introduces a student-centered, active learning approach, moving away from rote leaming to equip students with essential 21stcentury skills
We recognise that teachers will require ongoing suppert to fully adopt the new teaching and fearning practices. The Australian will continue its i
with the Ministry of Education and Sports through the BEQUAL program with a stronger focus on teacher professional development”.

BEQUAL is a program led by the Lao Govemment with support from the Australian Govemment and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The program
focuses on enhancing educational cutcomes for the nation's youth, especially the vuinerable and disadvantaged. BEQUAL will also continue to focus on ensuring gender equality and
promoting inclusive education across all activities.
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- EU provides 1.5 million euros for smart agriculture in Laos
The European Union (EU) hss spproved 1.5 milion euros for implementing 3 project in Lacs to promote
smart agriculture fo respond o simste change 3nd to address he nesds of vuinersble women a1
youth Sarme s’ groups A memeransum of understanging (MOU) fer tha projest was Signad in Vientzne
yesterday by Onfam's Countzy Direcior in Laos, Mr Thasphorn Butaling, and Director of the Lao National
Agrisulture and Foresiry Institute (NAFRI), Dr Chanihskhone Bouslaphanh. _ Moress=

- Thanaleng Dr, h ©n IFC financing
Tha develener and psraier sf ihe Thansleng Dry Per 2 major integraied logisties cenive in Lacs, on
Tuesday calebrated its accomplisnmans in International Finance Corparation (IFC} financing, refiecting
the projscts praductive use of the loan. The dry port, located in the Vientiane Logisiics Park,in June
2022 secures a finaning package of USSA7 million from lenders. with the IFC 25 the lead aranger to.
fund the development, canstrustion, and equipmant costs of the straiagic project . More>2>

Agricutture ministry, Worid Bank Iunch rural development project
Tha Worid Bank i loaning an additional UIS345 milion to tha government for the implementation of the
Community Livellhaods Enhancement and Resiience (CLEAR) project The loan was amounced st 2
mesting in Vientiane on Tugsday 1o launch the CLEAR project, attended by deputy governers and
senior offcials from provinces and the Ministry of Agricultre and Forastry. representatives of the
Poverty Reduston Fund. snd Worid Bank Country Manager for Laos, Alex Kremer . Morez>=
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x solutions to air ollution

iis from Lao-Tha: border areas are sesking ways to taskie the problem of seasons
agricultural burning, which is currently causing exireme levels of ai pollufion. .. More=>>
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Luang Prabang autnarities have issued regulations aimed at ensuring the annual Lao New Year

celebrations next monih sre arganised and enjoyed in s safe and orderly manner. . Morezzx B us Dollar uso

- Switzerland extends support for land inLaos 2 Vvictnamese Dong | VND ASANEWSNETWORK
Lao authorites are working tawards improved land management under the Sustainable Land Management t

and Investment for Climate-Resfient Livelinoods project. . More=> == Thal Baht ™HE Gounter: 11 January 2024
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Australia reaffirms support for quality education for Lao children

The Australian government has reaffirmed its commitment to provide quality primary education for all children in Laos, with senior Embassy officials cbserving classes
using the revised primary school curriculum,

Minister for Education and Sports, Associate Prof, Dr Phout Simmalavong, and Australia’s Ambassador to Laos, Megan Jones, on March 22 visited a primary school in
Kham district, Xieng Khuang province, to observe the revised national primary curriculum being taught.

Ambassador Jones also hosted an information session about the Australian
government's tertiary scholarships programme — the Australia Awards scholarships —
for potential Lao applicants.

During the school visit, Dr Phout said "The Lao government recognises that quality
basic education is the foundation of a prosperous and peaceful nation, With the
support of Australia, Laos revised the national primary curriculum to integrate a new
teaching approach in which student engagement and learning is facilitated through
activities, hands-on experience, and practical application.”

N Ambassador Jones said “Australia has a long-term partnership with the Lac

i 4gc>vernment in education. Qur goal, working with the Ministry of Education and Sports,
* is that primary school-aged children in Laos, particularly those experiencing

a ! disadvantage, increase their engagement in learning and improve their learning
outcomes.”

“We are very honoured that the Lao government entrusted Australia through the

curriculum,” she =aid.
Dr Phout and Ambassador Jones observed Lao Language, Science and Environment
Australian Ambassador to Laos, Megan Jones, last week visits a primary and English classes being taught using the revised curriculum and the teaching and
school in Xieng Khuang province. learning materials developed with Australian support.

They were pleased to see students collaborating, engaging with the materials, learning
through expenimentation, and reflecting on what they were doing.
They congratulated the school principal and teachers and recognised the key role played by teachers in bringing the revised curriculum to life.
Ambassador Jones said the Ministry of Education and Spoerts, with Australian suppaort, has significantly transformed primary education through the new national
primary curriculum.
The Australian government will continue its collaboration with the Ministry of Education and Sports through the BEQUAL programme with a stronger focus on
teacher professicnal development.
BEQUAL is a programme led by the Lao government with support from the Australian government and the United States Agency for International Development
(USAID).
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