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2023-12-08 Vientiane Times Facebook
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Laos, Australia publicise needs of people with disabilities

The Lao and the Australian governments are jointly raising awareness and understanding of
disability issues and child protection and safeguarding best practices.

To mark International Day of People with Disability on December 3, Laos’ Ministry of Education
and Sports and Australiann government representatives organised a workshop in Vientiane on
December 5-6 to help more people understand disability and child protec... See more
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goverrient obseres the Intemationzl Dy of Peaple with Disabilty
e ceqarizing. the e -day Faining 1w inchsiv..,

5o more

S T Tirst 60 Aol O Comment.

The Intermational Day of People with Disability (IDPWD) observes in Laos g Wi comment
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Australia in Laos &
3dzysage @

Disability: focus on ability, read more on: httpsi//laos embassy.gov.au/

TueBoni i, RUU a1 lesed Suiud fiu (#IDPDW2023).
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Q0% Hannah Lee and 53 others 2 comments 9 shares
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fi)  Tetre Tech International Development Services
December 15, 2023 at 11:52 AM - @

BEQUAL, managed by Tetra Tech International Development Services #lndoPacific on behalf of the

Australian Government, hosted a vital two-day workshop to mark the International Day of Peaple

with Disability on 3 December.

The event involved in-depth discussions on disability awareness, child protection, and the

implementation of best practices in inclusive education.

Focusing on disability awareness and child protection, this initiative aims to enhance
#nclusiveEducation, #BEQUAL

Tetra Tech International Development Services Facebook and LinkedIn

(@) Tetra Tech Intemational Development Services
December 15, 2023 at 11:52 AM - @

BEQUAL managed by Tetra Tech Intemational Development Services ZIndoPacific on behalf of the

Australian Government, hosted a vital two-day workshop to mark the International Day of People

with Disability on 3 December.

The event involved in-depth discussions on disability awareness, child protection, and the

implementation of best practices in inclusive education.

Facusing on disability awareness and child protection, this initiative aims to enhance

#InclusiveEducation. #BEQUAL
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2023-12-05 BEQUAL Website

Ministry of Education and Sports and the o

Australian Government promote awareness
and understanding of disability issues and
child protection and safeguarding best
practices.

O the occasion of the intemational
Doy of Pecph with Dissoirey, MoES
and Australia organized a wo-ciay
WOFKSNOP o LNOETSTANGING
sty and promotig heid
protection and safeguardieg Best
pracnins

FAn-HonzunsnaznstA axlndusivdnuaiiv 0

Education News Website

The ishemasicasl Day of Pespls wih Dasbity
(IDPAE) 15 heid oo 3 December each year 1 15 &
Uried  Natons ceserved cay  celebraled
mismatonaty. IOPWD sims fo meoease publc
swaesess, understndng and scceptance of
W Gsables and ceiebte Mer
achievements and conliibsbens

The theme tor 2003 &5 “Unied in acton fo mscue
o dersiopment goss R
desabities

and e
ft v by persons e

o e s

onting 1o the 2017 Lao Sooal Ingcalor Survey
I, 2% of chicren aged 2 to § have a Rusconal
aficalty in sl leasl one domain {seeing, heanng
walking fne meion shils, communicateg, kamng
slaying. conboling behaviors). This percentage
icreases wih semcleness and paverty. Chitsen
e savens dessbiiies ane sy kipl o home and
are aften ke 1o e cutsice wort due Io stgma
and gscrminaSon Factors such s Qeder
smicey, poverty, oatance 10 schvol o physcal
acoess to claswooms and beroom fachlies
Ganstitsls ofar Bamers i the sducabion of chikren
Wit disasbties i Lao PDR.

The COVID-13 pandemic ermded educaton and
deveiopmant gans acroms the regon wlh the
bggest impacts fet by the most vuinerable
partculady women and giis. pecgie Bang Wb 3
dmabity and those in rwal and remole areas

ABcognizing these Chasenges and e imporiance
of mobizing suppot for inckaive education, the
Ministy of Educston and Spords of Lao POR
(MOES} and the Austaklan Govemment. froush the
BEGUAL program, organiced & Wwo-day rainng
workshep on 5° and 6* Decermber at the Research
Instiute for Educational Stiences. The svent was
opned by ME Assor Prol Dx Fhoul
Sammalacng, Mrster of EJUCIbN and Spons and
HE Paul Kety, Ambassadce of Austraks % Lao
POR

L r———.
‘commament, Me Mnisty of EQUaion W contine
i work in parinership velh Ausiralia on impecving
sccers 1o quady edecabon for chidren wih
csatites” said Dr Phoul Smmalavwg & his
cpera remans.

MLE. Paul Kty a0 “Disacesy ncasien s 3 core
prisaty for e Ausialian Govesnment and a cross-
cuieg Waue 0 0w Sevelpmest assstance
program. Australia & commitied b supgortng e
My of Emwcise, Pewgn ®e BEOUAL
program. provsde qualky prmary cducabon for ol
chadien in Laos, ro mater ek abiles or B
gender”

The teoday ramng was desoned ko mpmee
ndersianding. Inowicdge, and sidts in reiaien 1o
Inchesive sducalion for 35 MGES M wha form
MokS' core Gender Training leam. The sam have
been drawe frum 15 Gfierenl depariments and 2
imsttutes of the My, The evest wil aio mvotve
development pariners and reprcscntatives. from
dinstied people's iganisabions who wil shave thae
imsights infe how chidmen wih 3 drsabifly can be
SUEOONED 10 TIVE In Me eOUCILON Sysiem

Fobawing optring remarks by HE. Assoc. Pref. Dr
Bhout Simmalavong, Uster of Educaton and
Sports and HE Paul Kelly paiiparts foured an
exhititon of leaching an eaming resowces hal
have been produced wih e sppord of e
BEQUAL Program, development parimers. and
disatied peopie's opasisatons. The exhision was
folowed by Socused Wanng for MGES' Gender
Traintrs on supporing leamers with dabites
ough pobcy level acton. The Snal actviy of the
evenl was a pansl dscussion festuring guest
speakers wih frstand experience of SEpoNing
leamers wilh disabises

The oljectve of Be kanng wes o ensure Sal
relevart stafl fom  MOES hae 3 desp
ndessianding abost the challanges ficed by
TN with dmabes M e educaion sysem,
and how fo enswe chid  peciecbon  and
‘staguinding for i chiren i pchosl

The workshop wil aho provide MGES' Gender
Trainers wih 3 nefwort of specialss and
‘organizatons they can g 1o fr advicn

De Phout Sesmatavong ¥3d “Everyone, stull s
feachers piay 2 Wial ok 0 promatng fhe Conce of
o oo kel beiesl” Qut ol i3 B0 ensure Bal polcy
® mf it prackcs and that teachers recene
adequale suppert s mee the nesds of al students,
regundlens of gender, elicky, o skl Tha -
ay workshop peodes not oely the skils bul 250 2
netaork for feachées 1o gain supgad om oher
sectors

HE Paul Kely said ‘Tisablty is one of the most
SENDUS DAHYS | BOMCMMON MITISS e QDS
Inchusivn education i3 @ paweriul fome for socil
chasge We beleve efiectve Princpals and
feachers and commundy invehemenl & bey b
enTUTE leSIONS aNG SOOI ANE WCUSNE S 30
chidren, o mafier ey abay, gender or clbnicky

Every claws gruwp b afierenl and durig ther
rwes. teachers wll encounter 3 wide diersdy of
leames apies, backprounds. and aspratises
Beng 3 good feacher s abowt adapang leaching
styles 10 meet these dverse neods. Disabity s just
e aspect ofhis. So, leachars sad 1o undersiand
how 1o adap! her teaching 1o ensure al studsnls
£an Uy PaCale. a0 feel EROME. I (255

HE. Ov Phost concheded. 1 am kooking formsd fo
more incusie classooms, whers a1 shudents.
espscialy hoss expersncing deadvantige. have
e cpporknty fn reakse ther polensial thiough
access o qually educaton, debversd by shiled
teachers and fo ensure salely for al chid al
schools’
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MaoES, Australia government promote awareness
on child proteetion and safeguarding best practices
. e

o sfivBarm e,

Pasaxon Website

KPL English Website

Thas event demenatrates 3 feseed join commsment. the Ministry of Edocation will continne 10 work
Tl QA nddon for cleldren wth dsabdnes aed

Kiniree of Eiacatvon ane o Phavet Sermabrromp L i oo Ambsmnior P
Kally ks gty eavony o Die § 023

CPL) The Betessansoeal Dy o Peoger ol Dby (IDFWIY, s ek 3 Dieseniber each vesr s

5 Unied i arton 19 feacne d adeeve e susiaischle developmen goads
et m by peness weh drabiiney

According to e 2017 Lao Socisl Indicasr Servey I 2% of choidion aged 2 12 4 ks 3 fioctonal
Afiouly m 2t beaet o doman (seeng, bexing. walking, fine moter kil comEBILICIE. amng.
flaying contring behaiors) Thes peTIERLAEE RCrTases el rmsteers 36 gaverm Chikiem
severe decabilines are wssally kept 2 home and are oben ‘iden = the cotside world, dee i g
v encniirion. Tactors ssch as genides pilmscy, potersy, distmce 4o oo o plvical siiems 19
d 8 bty Eaciities o chsiiren with desabilives
e Lao PO

The CUATDH 16 pandemc rroded sftcstes and drvvispeaett gaim scros the epen wih Be Higget
Snpacty 41 by the swnt vilterab — patalarty Wit s giclh people brisg wih & Ay st
e ol el remete e

i

Focung T chllenges 1nd e dportuice of sichiing eppon B mikaiiy sde, e
‘Misisy of Efucation and Spoms (MoES) and e Austraian Goversmen. Swwigh the BEQUAL
pregroe, ergmssed & mwofey itng werksheg on 9% and #% Decemiber  the Resewnh ressste for
Educatiossl Soences. The eoeml was opmed by Asec. Praf 0 Flow Smmslavong. Massier of
Educatue s Sports and P Kelly, Arsbuesaster of Aneimatsn o Las PDR

Dr. Phout Simmalavong in bis openg remarks.

“Disability inclusion s a core priority for the Aussraiian Goverament and 4 CT0sI-CHERg G 10 O
development assistnce program Amstralia s commited o supportng the Minstry of Education,
Beough the BEQUAL program, provide gqualiny prinsay education fir all chikden @ Lacs, 00 mammer
et abilities of thewt pendes,” Paul Kellv added.

The ru-dzy traning was desigoed 10 mpeove undentanding, knowledge, and skl n felatcn o
inclasive education for 35 MoES s1aff uho form MSES' core Gender Training team. The team have
heen dran fhoen 16 deffesent departments aed 2 mstinutes of the Menistry. The event will abo imolve
development partners and sepresentatrves from dusabled people’s crpmmations who will share thes
msights e how childeen with a disablity can be supported to thrive i the education systess

s - presemsed by sha Dvsctor f Dsabalny Sarvicer Conser

Undersnanding cisah

Fallowing cpening remarks by Assoc. Prof Dr. Phowt Simmatvong, Minister of Education and Sports
and Paul Eelly partcipams toueed am exbsbition of teacking and leaming resources that bove been
froduced with the suppon of e BEQUAL Program, development pantners, and isabied peogle’s
orgasisations. The exhibition was followed by focused training for MoES' Gender Tramen cn
spporting leamers with disabilites through pobey level action. The final actaty of the evend vwas 3
pame] discussion fratwing goest speakers with fethand experience of supporing. Jearers with
disabdarsey

‘The otzectve of for g wae 10 et peleran s Som MOES bave a deep mfersiming
e by chibdren vth disahes m, 2 o 2 eesupe child

protecton and sadkgoding fo all chikiren <ot

The workshep il ko promide MoES Genter Tramers wofh 2 oetwerk of specaiaes sd crgamuzations
they can gote e advice

Everyooe. s 2 ceachers play 3 otal ol 5 gramacting e concept of “0 coe e beind " Our
S e e —
Diesds of all s, regardiess o pemder, efarsran.r geuley This two-fay weekship revades ot caly

f the il ar s & pemvnk o traches o g veppert S ober secton” st e Phowt
} Szt

A proug phaes rioe of Eebucarion and Sperns o e danatio
3

tisn cn D

“Dhashility i con of the fant erioen bammen S ndseation acros e ghoke T rdication i 4
posrertl fome @ souial change. We Relime efecurr Principa and teachen. @md commuty
rekvement & ey to ensuw Jeisons aad achoos e mchineve for all claldoes, 00 e S ik,
pende of ety vikd Pasl Ky

By ciams goosap o illerete and Sieing thee coen e
shilten, backgsounts, and purstins Dei 8 pood backey
these divense moats Disabulity i Just ome aspect f s, 52, MACheTs D66 10 UNSeTStIS b 10 BUIpL
ek teactung 1 sime Al dndent a8 fully purnespase dnd foel welcome, b clis

1 am Ipckang ferweard 0 move mcivaive cassooms, wwhene 2l sdents, eecally S experienang
diadvange. bave e o % seiliie e pereanal thrugh aces W qualy edemos,
delivered b skafied teachers and. oo exsare safety for i culd at schoods,” Mircstes concied
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Laos, Australia publicise needs of people with disab

The Lae and the Australian govemments are jointly rzizing awarzness and understanding of dizability izsuss and child protection and safeguarding bast practic
To rrark Internationzl Cray of People with Disability on December 3, Laoz’ Ministry of Education znd Sparts and Australiann govermment representativas organizad 2
workshop in Vientiane on December 5-§ to help mors people understand disability and child protection an guarding best practices

ims to increase public awarensss, understanding and acceptance of people

s and celebrats their achisvements and contributions.

The theme for 2023 is ‘Unitzd in action to rescus and achieve the sustainable
zvelopment goals for. with and by persons with dizabilities

According to the 2017 Lao Social Indicator Survey, 2 percent of children aged 2o 4

have functional difficulty in at least one domain (z2eing, hearing. waking. fine motor

skills, communmicating. learning. playing, controlling behaviour).

8 Thiz percentags 5 with remotenass and poverty. Children with severe
dizabilities are usually kept 2t home and are often ‘hidden’ o the outside world, dus to

igma and discrimination.

Factors such as gender, ethnid

daszrooms and bathroom fadlities constitute other barriers to the aducation of

childran with dizabilities.

Speaking on the oocasion, Mini: ucation and Sports, Associate Prof. Dr Phout

\ |- Sirmalavong, said ‘This event demaonstrates a renewed joint commitment: the

| - education ministry will continue to work in parmership with Australia on improving

incraz

. poverty, distance to school or physical access to

- | access to quality education for children with bifities.”
Dr Phout Simmalaveng observes educational Braille materials at an The Armbaszador of Australia to Lacs, Mr Bzul €2lly, s3id “Disabilty inclusion iz 3 core
event to mark International Day of People with Disability. pricrity for the Austrzlian government and a cross-cutting issue in our development

azsiztance programme. Australia is committad to supporting the ministry, through the
Bazic Education Quality and Access in Laos programme (BEQUAL), to provide quality primary education for all children in Laos, no matter their abilities or their
ge |
Training is designed to improve understanding, knowledgs and skills in relation to inclusive education for staff who form the ministry’s core gender training team, he
addad.
Dr Phout Simmalavong said “Everyome, staff and teachars play a vitzl rol
into practice and that teachers receive sdeguate support to meet the nesds of all students. regardiezs of gender, athnicity, or abilizy. Thiz wwo-dz
nat only the skills but alzo a network for teachers to gain support from other sectors.”
Every clasz group iz different and, during their carzer, t=achers will encoun
Zzing = good teacher iz about adzpting teaching styles to maet thaze dive

in promoting the concept of “Mo one left behind™. Our job is to ensure that policy is put
workshop provides

ra wide diversity of leamer abilitizs, backgrounds. and aspirations.
nezds. Dizzbility ct of thiz. So teachers need to understand how to adapt

just one asps:

thair teaching to ensure that all students can fully participate. and fzel welcome, in dass.
The education ministry is locking forward to more inclusive classrooms, where all students, ex

iglly those who are disadvantagad, have the cpportunity to rzalize
= and to ensure safety for all children at schools, the minister said.

thair potential through access to quality education, deliverad by skilled teaches

By Times Reporters
{Latest Update December 8, 2023)
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