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Australia, promotes the importance of supporting students in the remate areas

The TV, radic and newspaper teams from the Information Medsa Centre (IMC) of the Ministry of
Education and Sports of the Lao POR, with support from Australia through the BEQUAL
programme, has just releasad the fifth episode of the Role Model doouseries.

It relates the story of an inspiring public-schocd teacher from a remote village in Phongsaly
provinge. Ms Souksavanh Laolee, a teacher of Lao language, it's called Ajan, is from the Phunay
ethnic group and teaches young Akha students who are not et fully competent in Lao Language.
In the documentary she explains her strategées to ensure ber students can parficipate

meaning fully in all leaming actwities and how she collaboraies with and supporis other teachers
and ligises with the community and the parents

The Lao PDA i a very diverse country with four main ethrolinguistic groups indorporating ather
50 languages.

Ajan Souksavanh explains “The school is in a remote area and the Akha culture is very different
from mine as | am Phuncy. The schoal is very far from my village; | can come back onfy durning the
weekend, Teaching at a school full of ethnic students could be challenging. At home. my students
speak Akha,

Ajan Souksavanh is passionate and really takes the duty of teaching children at heart. "We can't
give up once we make the decision to become a teacher. | love the children. | think teaching
childrnen is extremely valuable and 1 feel good to teach them as if they were my own kids.”

She found ways 1o adapt her teaching 1o ensure all students understand, participate and progress.
She explains 1 use body language and will explain three to four times the activity. First. | explain
in Akha and then in Lac language.” She also shares how she teaches Lao Language to her
students: 1 prepare sets of pictures that will help students learming Lao Language. | make the
cards myself, inspired by the textbooks of research in internet. | will also use techniques from the
new Lao Language curricuium and some from the Spoken Lao Programme. They are very heipful. |
especially Boe the technaque Tlisten and practice”, | also use the technigues cemonstrated in the
teacher development videos 1o practice and prepare my lessons”

Ajan Souksavanh values support from peers and other pedagogical staff to answer the challenges
seachers may face. “The District Edwcation and Sparts Office from Phongsaly makes regular viss
and arranges meetings twice a semester for all teachers to share lessons leamed. If a teacher
faces any difficulty, we can contact the district. There is a WhatsApp group to ask questions and
the master or provincial trainers will give us advice. | myself supports other teachers in my school,
especially when they need to communicate with their Akha students. | learned the language
myselt.” --Source: The BEQUAL programme
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3.
Dive into the latest episode of the "Role Model” docuseries, a proud production by the Ministry of
Education's Information Media Centre, generously supported by Australia through *BEQUAL

Tetra Tech Int tional Devel it Servi i
[w] e IETEONR, EEVRIORMEnT SCves @ Tetra Tech International Development

Dive into the latest episode of the "Role Model” docuseries, a proud production by the

program.
In a diverse Laos with over 50 languages, about 40% of Laotians aren't native Lao speakers, Ministry of Eclucation's Information Media Centre, generously supported by Australia through
leading many students to start school unprepared. Teachers like Ajan Souksavanh adapt #BEQUAL program.

passionately, shaping Laos' education. Spotlighting best practices, these role models confrent

challenges head-on, embodying innovation and success. R
In a diverse Laos with over 50 languages, about 40% of Laotians aren’t native Lao speakers,

Join us in celebrating and promoting quality education in Laos. : :
g H 4 iy leading many students to start school unprepared. Teachers like Ajan Souksavanh adapt
Read more: https://www.begual-lacs.org/the-ministry-of-education.../ 5 , g s 4
passionately, shaping Laos’ education. Spotlighting best practices, these role madels confront

T challenges head-on, embodying innovation and success.
Join us in celebrating and promoting quality education in Laos.
Read more: https://Inkd.in/gbtx8eiM

#TetraTech #InternationalDevelopment
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2023-08-24

The Ministry of Education and Sports, with

BEQUAL Website

support from Australia, promotes the
importance of supporting students from non-
Lao speaking backgrounds.

A new Role Model docuseries
episode on “Teaching ethnic
students in the remote areas is the
topic has just been released

The TV, radic and newspaper teams from the
Infermation Media Center (IMC) of the Ministry of
Education and Spors of Lao FDR (McES), with
supgort from Australia through the BEQUAL
program, has just relezsed the fifth enizods of the
Foke Meodel docuseries. It relstes the story of an
inspiring public-school teacher from a remate village
in Phongsaly Province. Ajan Souksswanh Laokes
comes from the Phunci ethnic group and teaches
young Akha studentz who sre not oyet fully
compstent in Lso Language. In the documentary
she explaing her strategies to ensurs her students
can participats meaningfuly in al leaming activites
and how che collsborates with and supports other
teachers and lisises with the community and the
parents.

Lsa POR is @ very diverse country with four main
ethnolinguistic  groups  incorporating  other 50
|snguages. The mother tongue of almost 40% of
pecple in the Lao country is & languape other than
Lse. Many young students wil thus start school
without speaking good Lao, which is the language of
instruction.

Ajan Souksavanh explsins “The schoo! iz in 3
remats @rea3 3nd the Akha culture is very differsnt
from mine 3s | am Fhunai. The school is very far
from nmy willsge: | can come back only during the
weskend, Teaching at & school full of sthnic
students could be challenging. At home, my
studsnts speak Akhs. And when they waich TW iz
in other languages such as Thai. This is wiy their
Lseis not good when they start school.”

Ajsn Souksavanh i= passionate snd reslly takes the
duty of tesching children at heart "W can't give up
once we make the decsion to become a teacher. |
love the chidren. | think teaching children is
extremely valuable and | feel good to tezch them az
ifthey were my own kids.”

She found ways te adapt her teaching %o ensurs al
students understand, paricipate and progress. She
explains 1 use body language and will explain thres
to four times the activity. First, | explsin in Akha and
then in Lao langusge.” She also shares how she
teaches Lao Langusge %o her students: ° prepars
sats of pictures that wil help students lesming Lac
Langusge. | make the cards mysel, insgirsd by the
tetbooks o ressarch in intemet. | will also uss
techniques from the new Lao Language cumiculum
and some from the Spoken Lao Program. They ars
wery helgful. | especialy I the =chnigue “listen
and practice”. | alse use the  technigues
demeonstrated in the teacher devslopment videos to
practice and prepsre my kEssons”

Aan Souksavanh waluss supgort from peers and
other pedagegics! staff to answer the chalengss
teachers may face. “The Disirict Educaton and
Sports Buresu from Phongsaly makes regular visit
and armEnpes mestngs twics & semestsr for al
teachers to share lessons leamed. If a teacher faces.
any difficulty, we can contact the distict There is 3
WhatsApp group to ask questions and the master or
provincid trainers will give us advice. | myself
supponts other teachers in my school, ssgecialy
when they need to communicate with their Akha
students. | leamed the language mysaff.”

Ajan Souksavanh befeves that suppont from the
communiy and parents iz key She sharss her
secret fo fit in the community: "I the parents don't
trust the teacher, they don't send their chidren to the
school | meet regulady with the parents and
community fo explain the importance of education
and that they should send the children to school
every day But first, | had to build thewr trust. Sa, |
used my experience from teaching to leam about
the culture and the langusge and get sccepted in
the vilage. | applied my own tesching techniques to
leam the Akha language: | showed pictures o the
students, and they gave me the words in Akha; then
| repeat and remember. It was not wery dificult to
=dapt my=self to the new scheol 25 | sready had this
epariencs in the past And | am very proud | could
comvince the parents to send their chidren to
schooll™.

She iz also 3 Gender Role Mode! *| am also happy
to shane gender messages with the communiy. It i
important 1o help mentalities evalved; for example,
in the pas:, the daughter-indaw was not allowed to
have dinner with the family; and the women had to
work very hard a lof; | am giad that society ic
changing in 3 better way."

4Previous Nexts

Pazsionate and inclusive teachers zuch =z Ajan
Souksavanh can make 3 huge impact on the quality
of education and the future of the new gensration.
They are inspinng moedsls for other teachers *| want
to pass this message w0 other t=achers who are
teaching stwdenss from ethnic groups. Flease, do
not give up on the challenges of the language and
the environment. Flease be sirong. Help each other
and face this challenge, this is for better lzaming
outcomes for the students who ars the future of our
country.”

The siory of 4an Soukssvanh can be watched on
the Sfeddvnmdionnng Teacher Developmant
Videos You Tube Channel and on Education and
Sports TV on Lao Sat Channel 8. The Role Model
docusses project = fuly supgpored by the
Austrsfian  Govermment  through the BEQUAL
progr=m. The objectve of these interview-based
communications is to promote and encourage the
repiication of best practices to boost the
implementation of the new curmiculum and te share
innovative ideas addressing teaching and leaming
challengss.

Wilstch the videa hers
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