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Soldiers in Vientiang
proviace are battling a
forest fire in Keo-oudom
dastriet, including the use of
helicopters 10 deliver water

The fire is burning in
woodland in Khasmang and
Chengsavang villages. and
spread rapicly on Apeil 20-21

< province
mabilised more than 200
army pessomnel, village
and district officials, distn
Eahct and local adll\ls m
zht the fire, supparted by
round 4nd it vehicles
The Air Force Command
and the Combat Division
of the General Staff
Depanment have teamed
up in the use of an ME 17
helicopter to survey the
burning area and mositor
the progress of the fire.
The operation is based
at two locations, namely in
Chengsavang village 31 the
Nam Ngum 1 hydroelectric
dam, and a straiegic location
in Khamang village
Soldiers arc conveying
water to the burning area
and creating a fire comdar
o preveat the flames from
spreading further

2023-04-25

Newspaper

Soldiers battle forest fire
in Vientiane province

Army personncl cun

perinp, Mu\e\oﬂl -enuem
village suthorities and other
individimls are also working
10 extinguish the fire.

In Luang Prabang
province, soldiers were also
called on to bring a forest
fire under contry

Large swune! of
woodland scr
urbunslunlld:hbuildy
by farmers 1o cleas land of
vegetation in preparation for
planting the nce crop.

The Central Disaster
Ma Committee has.

instriscied authonties across.
the country to pay close
attention 10 the prevention
and monitoring of forest
fires, afe s v brokes.
outin several

The Comentiee advised
local branches of the
committee to carefully
monitor their areas for
fire outbrcaks, especially
in at-risk lecations, and 1o

I, vehicles,
exquprmcnt, a budged, and
al: 10 deal with
afircin a timely manncr prepased torespond pacenpily
Local authosities at all in the event of a fire

levels, together with local
residents, are 10 be aleried 1o
the risk of fires and must be
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An army kelicopler delivars water 15 kelp put sut @ fire i | challen
Vientiane provincs.

the fire and must report
it 10 the relevant disaster
management commitiee a3
5000 a5 possible.

If & fire does oceur,
autharitics in that locality
ase responsible for tackling

Vientiane Times

ssonkip
Economists,
observers say
China’s robust
rebound
significant

1o global
economy

. BEIING (Xinhua) -
Ecencaists ind observers
have said that Chisa's
sonamic mm«u bing

cther econcenies,

highlighting its e in add
|mﬁ3p:msn ¢ sluggish gibal
Relvin Chisanga, &
Zambian social econorsist
told Yinkwa in a recent
inserview that the good start
of the Chinese economy this
year heralds grem pro-spects
Tor the econoenies of other

| countries in the world

Chisanga said the
recovery is a sign that

China is slowly overcomis

the adverse effects of the

COVID-19 pandemic,

commending €hina's

resilience in tackling the

L]
Data released by the
National Bureau of
Stasistics last week showed
that China's GDP grew
4.5 percent year on year
in the first quarter. beating

CONTINUED SaGE 3 | the consensus forecast and

KPL Pathet Lao
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Australia supports education
for non-Lao speakmg children

Grada 1 students from non-l.n speaking backgrounds get
o

tuition in Lao languag
Times Reporters

Education authoritics have
approved the rovised Spoken
Lao Programme matenals to
suppart non -Lao speaking

1 students in remote
pmnn, schools.

The revised materials
‘will be used for an extended
pilot project in 21 districts
of 10 provinces this year.

The Ministry of
Education and Sports, with
support from Australia, last
week held a meeting 1o
approve the Spoken Lao
Programme leaching and
learning matenials

Speaking at the mecting,
Director General of the
ministry’s Rescarch Institute
for Educational Sciences,
Dr Onckeo Nouannavong,
said the pilot presect will
start in Septem

Grade 1 students

from non-Lao spcaking
backgrounds will receive
three to four additional
hours of instruction a week
to improve their ability to
speak La

Imy mvedspeakm skills
build a strong language
foundation, which also helps
improve these students’
reading and writing skills,

Parlicipating teachers
and district pedagogical
support stafF will reccive
the revised texthooks and
teacher guides developed
by the Rescarch Institute
for Ed | Sciences

languages, according to the
BEQUAL programme.

The mother tongue of
almost 40 percent of Loo
people is a language other
than Lao

Most children in remote
and disadvantaged arcas arc
likely to start their farst year
of school without knowing
Lao, which is the language
of instruction in all schools.

If students aren’t
competent in the language
of instruction, it isextremely
challenging for them 1o
understand the teacher,
participale in activities,
and achieve the expected
leaming outcomes.

In 2019, EEQUAL
launched the Spoken Lao
Pilot to test a new approach
for supporting students who
are nol compelent speakers
of Lao. The materials were
piloted in four provinces
during Phasc | of the
BEQUAL programme,
ending in June 2021,

The evaluation found that
the Spoken Lao pilot scheme
was particularly effective in

v provinee.
In addition, the Lao
government, with the
support of the Australian
government, looks at
additional ways to provide
leaming opportunities for
all teachers about teaching
students who do not speak
Lao as their first language,
A Teacher Development
\"’ldoo n.xplamg‘ five basic

with suppor from the Basic
Education Quality and
Access in Laos (BEQUAL)
programme, and training in
how to teach spoken Lao
lessons.

Laos has four main
ethnolinguistic groups
incorporating over 50

Front and page 4
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PP
students from non-Lao
speaking backgrounds was
released in October 2022,
The techniques are
simple and can be ecasily
applied in the classroom
to ensure that all children
have equal opportunitics to
parlicipate in learning
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Did you know that the mother tongue of almost 40% of Lao people is a language other than Lac?

With Lao being the language of instruction in primary schools, many students from remote and
disadvantaged areas are likely to start their first year of school without understanding their
teacher.

To answer this challenge, the Ministry of Education and Sports of Lac PDR, with support from
Australia, launched the Spoken Lao Program in 2019 to test a new approach to support students.
whao are not competent speakers of Lac.

Newly revised teaching and leaming materials have just been approved by the team from the Lac
Language Teaching for Ethnic Groups Research Division.

These materials will be used for an extended pilot in 21 districts across 10 provinces, starting in
September 2023,

f-education-and.../

Read more: https:/; v.bequal-laos.org/min
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To answer ti hallenge, the Ministry of Education and Sperts of Lao PDR,
support from Australia, launched the Spoken Lao Program in 2018 to test a new
approach to support students who are not competent speakers of Lao.

Mewly revised teaching and learning materials have just been approved by the team
from the Lao Language Teaching for Ethnic Groups Research Division.

These mater will be used for an extended pilot in 21 districts across 10 provinces,
starting in September 2023,

Read more: https://inkd.in/gexyWEAJ
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Laos approves revised Spoken Lao Programme
materials to support non-Lao speaking students in
remote schools
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Laos approves revised Spoken Lao Programme materials to

support non-Lao speaking students in remote schools

The Lao PDR is a culturally rich and diverse country, with four main ethnolinguistic groups
Incorporating over 50 languages. The mother-tongue of almast 40% of Lao people Is a language
other than Lao.

The revised materials will be used for an extended pilot in 21 districts across 10 provinces

(KPL) The Lao PDR is a culturally rich and diverse country, with four main ethnolinguistic groups
Incorporating over 50 languages. The mother-tongue of almaost 40% of Lao people s a language
other than Lao.

The majority of students from remate and disadvantaged areas are likely to start their first year of
school without knowing Lao language which is the language of instruction in schools. If students
aren't competent in the language of itls by ging for them te understand
the teacher, participate in activities and achieve the expected learning cutcomes,

©n 20-21 April. Dr. Onekeo Nouannaveng Directar General of the Research Institute for Educational

Stiences (RIES) was the chairman of the “Meeting for the Approval of Spoken Lao Programme

Teaching and Learning Materials”. Many stakeholders such as Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bounlerd Sengsoulin,

Faculty of Letters of National University of Laos. Assoc. Prof Sengfa Holanoupharb., Senior retired
staff, Mr. Khambai Khamsy, Senior retired \g with the rep from Dep of

Teacher Education, General Education, Head of Divisions and staff from RIES attended the mesting.

Ms. Phonesiri Guthaivanh, Head of Lao Language Teaching for Ethnic Groups Research Division,

RIES, presented the revised materials. The Lao Language experts from the Approval Committes then

made ions for the and approval of the instructional materials.

In 2019, the Ministry of Education and Sports (MoES) and Australia through the Basic Education
Quality and Access programme in Lao (BEQUAL) launched the Spoken Lao Pilot to test a new
approach for supporting students who are not competent speakers of Lao. The materials were
piloted in four provinces during Phase 1 of BEQUAL programme.

The pilot ended in June 2021 and was evaluated through baseline and endline testing of students in
all control and treatment schools, as well as surveys with participating teachers and principals. The

evaluation found that the Spoken Lao pilot was particularly effective in Phongsaly province. A case
study with interviews and focus group discussions of principals, teachers and parents / caregivers

wass carried out in Phongsaly in February 2022 to understand better the reasons for this success. In

addition, a teacher consultation workshop was held in Saravan in April 2022 to collect further
qualitstive feedback on the teaching and learning materials and to present propased revisions for
feedback. The curriculum writers from the Lao Language teaching for ethnic groups research

division led by Ajan Phonesin analyzed the results to improve the materials presented today at the

Approval Maeting.

Ajan Phonesiri said "From the pilot, we understood better the amount and level of the content
needed to suit Grade 1 students who are not native Lao speakers. Reflecting this learning, the
content of the Spoken Lao programme was then adjusted for these new materials”.

She added Teachers and students were keen to have access to more Lao language teaching and
learning resources, such as vocabulary cards, posters, games, and songs. We are planning for the

of those materials o that children have as much access to fun and
effective Lao language learning resources as possible.”

“Teaching a new curriculum is always challenging for teachers, especially in the first year, and the
challenge was Increased by COVID-19 because it imited support and monitering, Some teachers
were still developing their confidence to deliver the Spoken Lao pilot. In the revised version, training
and ongoing support will be expanded and will indude face-to-face and online options. We also
revised the teacher guide to ensure that it Is clear and user-friendly for teachers based on teachers’
faadback. We als for ‘s aswell as

onthe p .

The revised Spoken Lao Programmeme will be plloted in treatment and control schools in 21
selected districts of Phongsaly, Luang Namtha, Bokeo, Huaphan, Xiang Khuang, Xaysomboun,
Borikhamxay, Khammuan, Savannakhet and Saravan. The pilot will start in September 2023, Grade 1
students from non-Lao speaking backgrounds will receive three to four additional hours of
instruction a week to improve their ability to speak Lao language. Improved speaking skills build a
strong language foundation, which also helps iImprove these students’ reading and writing skills. The
participating teachers and district pedagogical suppart staff will receive the revised textbaoks and
teacher guides developed by RIES with support from BEQUAL. and training in how to teach spoken
Lao lessons.

RIES with the support of Australia through BEQUAL looks at additional opportunities to provide
learning opportunities for all teachers, on teaching students who do not speak Lao as their first
language. A Teacher Development Video presenting 5 basic techniques for supporting thaose
students from non-Lao speaking backgrounds was released last October 2022, The techniques are
simple and can be easily applied in the classroom to ensure that all children have equal
opportunities to participate in learning. And last month, the team from the Information Media
Centre was In Phongsaly to film the next episode of the Role Model docuseries on a teacher who
explains how she is teaching students whao are speaking other languages than Lac and how she is
collaborating with and supporting other teachers and liaising with the community and the parents.

SOUrce: Lao News Agency
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better the amount, allteachers,
‘suit Grade 1 students who tve Lao vho d k Lao as their A
speakers. ing this learming, th fthe  Teacher ideo pr g5 basic

Spoken Lao program was ther for hese

and stafffom RE: M
Phonesi Outhaivanh, Head of Lao Language
Teaching for Ethnic Groups Research Division
RIES, prasented the revised materials. The Lao
Language experts from the Approval Comimitiee
then made recommendations for the finalization and
approval of the instructional materals.

In 2019, the Ministry of Education and Sports
(MoES) and Australia through the Basic Education
Qualty and Access programin Lao (BEQUAL)
launched the Spoken Lao Piotto test a new
approach for supporting students who are not
competent speakers of Lao. The materials were
piloted in four provinees during Phase 1 of BEQUAL
program

She added “Teachers and students were keen to
have access to more Lao language teaching and
leaming resources, such as vacabulary cards

Lao speaking backgrounds was released last
October 2022. The techniques are simple and can
be easily applied in the dlassroom to ensure that all
chidren have equal opportuniies to participate in
learning

posters, games, and songs. planning for the
development of those addiional materials to ensure
that children have as much access to fun and

effective L

Information Media Center was in Phongsaly to fim
the next episode of the Role Model docuseries on &
teacher who explains how she is teaching students

possible”

“Teaching a new curriculum is always challenging
forteachers, especiallyin the first year, and the
challenge was increased by COVID-19 because it
imited support and monitoring. Some teachers were
sil developing ther confidence to deliver the:
Spoken Lao plot. In the ravised version, Iraining
and ongoing support vl be expanded and vl
include face-to-face and online options. We also.
tevised the teacher guide to ensure that t is dlear
and user-friendly for teachers based on teachers’
feadback W also developed guideines for
‘education administrators as well as commurity
awareness communication on the program.”

ot Lao and
how she is collaborating with and supporting other
teachers and lsising vith the community and the
parents.
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